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DATE: July 20, 2020
TO: Rivers and Mountains Conservancy Governing Board
FROM: RMC Staff

THROUGH: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer

SUBJECT: Item 8A: Legislative Report

Legislative Update

For full text and history of bills and initiatives, visit these web sites:
Federal Bills: https://www.congress.gov
State Bills: http://www.leginfo.leqgislature.ca.gov/

Current as of 07/08/2020

The following is the status of legislative bills that have been introduced in the current session by
Senate and Assembly potentially of interest to the RMC and its respective Joint Powers
Authorities. Bills can be tracked on the legislative website: http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/

PARKS AND WATER

AB 209 (Limén D) Parks: Outdoor Environmental Education: Grant Program
Introduced: 1/14/2019, Last Amended Date: 8/13/2019, Status: Chaptered

Summary: This bill is a reintroduction of last year's AB 2534. As a reminder, this bill would require
the Director of Parks and Recreation to establish the Outdoor Equity Grants Program to increase
the ability of underserved and at-risk populations to participate in outdoor environmental
educational experiences at state parks and other public lands where outdoor environmental
education programs take place. The bill would require the director to, among other things, give
priority for funding to outdoor environmental education programs that primarily provide outreach
to and serve pupils who are eligible for free or reduced-price meals, foster youth, or pupils of
limited English proficiency. To the extent that the skill sets of persons retained through the River
Rangers Program include interpretative/naturalist aptitudes, the program envisioned in this bill
may underwrite these positions.

The Governor's January Budget proposed $20 million to underwrite the development and
implementation of the provisions captured in this bill. However, given the state of economic affairs
in California, this appropriation was struck in the May Revise.

AB 352 (Garcia, Eduardo) Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought Preparation,
and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020

Introduced: 2/4/2019, Last Amended Date: 8/14/2019, Status: Re-referred to Senate
Environmental Quality Committee

Summary: Would enact the Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought Preparation, and
Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance
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of bonds in the amount of $3,920,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to
finance a wildlife prevention, safe drinking water, drought preparation, and flood protection
program. The bill would provide for the submission of these provisions to the voters at the
November 3, 2020, statewide general election. The bill would provide that its provisions are
severable. In response to the failure of Proposition 3 (Water Bond) and the more recently filed
Climate and Resources Bond with the Attorney General, Speaker Rendon has greenlighted
members of Assembly leadership to draft and propose bonds for future deliberation and possible
inclusion on the November 2020 ballot. AB 352 represents such a vehicle and AB 1298 (Mullin)
is a companion/complimentary bond funding mechanism to address climate, fire, infrastructure
and resource related priorities throughout the state. AB 1298 is a little more expansive in scope
than AB 352 at this juncture and both contain provisions specific to the funding of the LA River.
Also, both contain funding for urban park and resource related investments. SB 45, Senator Ben
Allen’s Climate Bond still remains in the mix as well and Senate Natural Resources Chair
Henry Stern appears to have elevated this as a personal priority.

AB 926 (O’Donnell D) Oil Revenue: Oil Trust Fund
Introduced: 2/20/2019, Last Amended Date: 3/18/2019, Status: Held on Senate Appropriations
Suspense File

Summary: Current law requires the Controller to transfer certain oil revenue-related monies to
the Oil Trust Fund. Current law requires the State Lands Commission to expend the money in the
fund to finance the costs of well abandonment, pipeline removal, facility removal, remediation,
and other costs associated with removal of oil and gas facilities from the Long Beach tidelands.
Current law prohibits the total amount deposited in the fund from exceeding $300,000,000 and
requires all interest earned on money in the fund after the balance in the fund totals $300,000,000
to be transferred to the General Fund. This bill would delete the provisions relating to the limit on
the total amount deposited in the fund. By increasing the amount of money that may be deposited
into a continuously appropriated fund, this bill would make an appropriation.

AB 933 (Petrie-Norris D) Ecosystem Resilience: Watershed Protection: Watershed
Coordinators
Introduced: 2/20/2019, Last Amended Date: 7/11/2019, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Would authorize the Department of Conservation, to the extent funds are available,
to establish and administer the Ecosystem Resilience Program to fund watershed coordinator
positions, and other necessary costs, throughout the state for the purpose of achieving specified
goals, including the goal to develop and implement watershed improvement plans, and other
plans to enhance the natural functions of a watershed, aligned with multiple statewide and
regional objectives across distinct bioregions. The bill would require the department to develop
performance measures and accountability controls to track progress and outcomes of all
watershed coordinator grants. The bill would require, on or before January 31, 2022, and every 3
years thereafter, the department to report those outcomes to the appropriate fiscal and policy
committees of the Legislature.

AB 1269 (Rubio, Blanca D) Park Property: City of El Monte: Pioneer Park
Introduced: 2/21/2019, Last Amended Date: 4/29/2019, Status: Senate Governance and
Finance Committee hearing postponed

Summary: Would authorize the City of EI Monte to dispose of all or a portion of Pioneer Park
property acquired or developed with grant moneys per the Roberti-Z’berg-Harris Urban Open-
Space and Recreation Program Act, the Community Parklands Act of 1986, the California Wildlife,
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Coastal, and Park Land Conservation Act, and subject to the acquisition of property of equal or
greater value, as approved by the Department of Parks and Recreation, at no cost to the state.

AB 1298 (Mullin D) Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling, Groundwater and
Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020
Introduced: 2/22/2019, Last Amended Date: 8/22/2019, Status: Dead

Summary: Would enact the Climate Resiliency, Fire Risk Reduction, Recycling, Groundwater
and Drinking Water Supply, Clean Beaches, and Jobs Infrastructure Bond Act of 2020, which, if
approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an unspecified amount pursuant
to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance a climate resiliency, fire risk reduction,
recycling, groundwater and drinking water supply, clean beaches, and jobs infrastructure
program. The bill would require the bond act to be submitted to the voters at the November 3,
2020, statewide general election. In response to the failure of Proposition 3 (Water Bond) and the
more recently filed Climate and Resources Bond with the Attorney General, Speaker Rendon has
greenlighted members of Assembly leadership to draft and propose bonds for future deliberation
and possible inclusion on the November 2020 ballot. AB 1298 represents such a vehicle and AB
352 (Garcia) is a companion/complimentary bond funding mechanism to address climate, fire,
infrastructure and resource related priorities throughout the state. AB 1298 is a little more
expansive in scope than AB 352 at this juncture and both contain provisions specific to the funding
of the LA River. Also, both contain funding for urban park and resource related investments. Both
AB 1298 and AB 352 stalled-out in deference to AB 3256, a new bond vehicle that represents a
collaboration of the two authors advancing these separate measures. SB 45, a Senate Bond
vehicle, remains alive but is on life support as economic conditions in the state are undermining
momentum for a bond.

AB 1549 (O’Donnell D) Wildlife: Deer: Santa Catalina Island: Report
Introduced: 2/22/2019, Last Amended Date: 3/21/2019, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Existing law requires the Department of Fish and Wildlife to biennially report to the
Legislature and Fish and Game Commission on the progress made toward restoration and
maintenance of California’s deer herds. This bill would require the department to develop by
1/2/2022, a report, in consultation with state agencies, local governments, federal agencies,
NGOQO’s, landowners, and scientific agencies to inform and coordinate management decisions
regarding deer on Santa Catalina Island, including historic, current and future deer population on
the island and assessment of their overall health.

AB 1578 (Rivas, Luz D) School Pavement to Parks Grant Program
Introduced: 2/22/2019, Last Amended Date: 8/30/2019, Status: Vetoed

Summary: Would establish the School Pavement to Parks Grant Program under the
administration of the Natural Resources Agency for purposes of providing grants to applicant
school districts, county offices of education, or charter schools maintaining schools in
disadvantaged communities, as defined, or low-income communities, as defined, to convert
portions of existing pavement at those schools to green space. The bill would require the agency
to establish processes and procedures for administering the grant program, as specified. The bill
would require a school district or county office of education that receives a request from a school
in the school district or county office of education to participate in the grant program to inform the
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school that it has received the request in a timely manner.

AB 2000 (Kamlager D) Baldwin Hills Conservancy: Urban Watersheds Conservancy
Expansion
Introduced: 1/28/2020, Last Amended Date: 5/4/2020, Status: Suspended

Summary: The Baldwin Hills Conservancy Act, establishes until January 1, 2026, in the Natural
Resources Agency, the Baldwin Hills Conservancy, created with the purpose, among other
purposes, to acquire and manage public lands within the Baldwin Hills area, as defined. This bill
would expand the area covered by the conservancy to include southern Ballona Creek
Watershed, as defined, and the Upper Dominguez Channel, as defined. The bill would rename
the conservancy the Baldwin Hills and Urban Watersheds Conservancy and would eliminate the
2026 sunset of the BHC.

AB 2103 (O’Donnell D) San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains
Conservancy: Territory: Dominguez Channel Watershed and Santa Catalina Island
Introduced: 2/6/2020, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Current law establishes the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains
Conservancy in the Natural Resources Agency and prescribes the functions and duties of the
conservancy with regard to the protection, preservation, and enhancement of specified areas of
the Counties of Los Angeles and Orange located along the San Gabriel River and the lower Los
Angeles River and tributaries along those rivers. Current law, for purposes of those provisions,
defines “territory” to mean the territory of the conservancy that consists of those portions of the
Counties of Los Angeles and Orange located within the San Gabriel River and its tributaries, the
lower Los Angeles River and its tributaries, and the San Gabriel Mountains, as described. This
bill would additionally include the Dominguez Channel watershed and Santa Catalina Island, as
described, within that definition of territory, and would make various related changes to the
boundaries of that territory. This bill represents a repeat attempt at expanding the boundaries of
the RMC. Last year's AB 1694 stalled in the Senate Appropriations Committee and the author
has made a concerted effort to partner with legislative colleagues in the joint authoring of this
measure. Given the shift in focus and priority of the Legislature in light of recent events, authors
were encourage to downsize bill portfolios. This bill was among the many casualties subject to
leadership directives.

AB 2021 (Chen R) State Park System: Chino Hills State Park: Expansion
Introduced: 1/29/2020, Last Amended Date: 5/4/2020, Status: Suspended

Summary: Would require the Department of Parks and Recreation to provide all necessary
assistance for the state’s acquisition and acceptance of 3 specified parcels from willing sellers
that are adjacent to the Chino Hills State Park. The bill would require the department to agree to
accept and manage each parcel as it is acquired with specified funds as part of the Chino Hills
State Park. This bill appears to mimic last year's SB 404 (Chang).

AB 2519 (Wood D) Conservation Projects: Grants: Advance Payments
Introduced: 2/19/2020, Last Amended Date: 06/04/2020, Status: Referred to Senate
Committee on Natural Resources and Water

Summary: Current law requires the Natural Resources Agency, the State Coastal Conservancy,
the Department of Water Resources, and the State Water Resources Control Board to administer
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various grant programs relating to natural resources. This bill would require, to the extent not in
conflict with any other law, the Natural Resources Agency, the conservancy, the department, and
the board, when awarding grants for conservation projects, as defined, to provide an advance
payment of up to 25% of the total grant award if requested by a grant recipient.

AB 2611 (Santiago D) Conservancies: Lower Los Angeles River Working Group
Introduced: 2/20/2020, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Current law required, by March 1, 2017, the Lower Los Angeles River Working Group
to develop, through watershed-based planning methods, a revitalization plan that addresses the
unique and diverse needs of the Lower Los Angeles River and the communities through which it
passes, and that is consistent with, enhances, and may be incorporated into, the County of Los
Angeles’s Master Plan, and that includes watershed education programs. This bill would require
the working group to, on or before January 1, 2022, update, through watershed-based planning
methods, the above-described revitalization plan. This is a placeholder bill without specific intent
to date.

AB 3340 (O’Donnell D) San Gabriel River
Introduced: 2/21/2020, Status: Suspended

Summary: Current law establishes the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains
Conservancy in the Natural Resources Agency and prescribes the functions and duties of the
conservancy with regard to the protection, preservation, and enhancement of specified areas of
the Counties of Los Angeles and Orange located along the San Gabriel River and the lower Los
Angeles River and tributaries along those rivers. This bill would express the intent of the
Legislature to enact subsequent legislation relating to the San Gabriel River. This is a placeholder
bill that may be used to create a new San Gabriel River Program under the RMC.

SB 226 (Nielsen R) Watershed Restoration: Wildfires: Grant Program
Introduced: 2/7/2019, Last Amended Date: 7/3/2019, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Current law authorizes the Natural Resources Agency and the California
Environmental Protection Agency to jointly develop and submit to the Legislature a plan for forest
and water restoration investments for the drainages that supply specified reservoirs. This bill
would, upon appropriation by the Legislature, require the Natural Resources Agency to develop
and implement a watershed restoration grant program for purposes of awarding grants to eligible
counties to assist them with watershed restoration on watersheds that have been affected by
wildfire. The bill would require the Natural Resources Agency to develop guidelines for the grant
program. The bill would require an eligible county receiving funds pursuant to the grant program
to submit an annual report to the agency regarding projects funded by the grant program.

SB 367 (Hueso D) State Coastal Conservancy: Grants: Educational Projects and Programs
Introduced: 2/20/2019, Last Amended Date: 6/13/2019, Status: Chaptered

Summary: Existing law authorizes the State Coastal Conservancy to fund and undertake plans
and feasibility studies and to award grants to public agencies and nonprofits for these purposes.
This bill would additionally authorize the conservancy to provide technical assistance, and award
grants for that purpose. This bill would authorize the conservancy to undertake educational
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projects and programs for adults and for pupils in kindergarten to grade 12 and to award grants
to nonprofits, educational institutions, public agencies, etc. for educational projects and programs
related to the preservation, protection, enhancement, maintenance, enjoyment of coastal
resources and for onsite and distance learning facilities, activities, and instruction programs that
support the delivery of science, history and social science. Would authorize conservancy to award
grants for the construction and improvement of structures and facilities used for those projects
and programs.

SB 462 (Stern D) Community Colleges: Urban and Rural Forest and Woodlands Restoration
and Fire Resiliency Workforce Program
Introduced: 2/21/2019, Last Amended Date: 6/13/2019, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Requires the Chancellor's Office of the California Community Colleges, working in
collaboration with the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges, to develop a forest
and woodlands restoration workforce model curriculum and vocational program to be offered by
community college districts commencing on or before July 31, 2021. Bill would require the
curriculum to reflect regional needs, and to be developed by the Chancellor's Office in
consultation with experts from designated governmental, academic, and nonprofit organizations
with a demonstrated expertise in forest and woodland restoration and fire management.

SB 474 (Stern D) Very high fire hazard severity zone: state responsibility area:
development prohibition

Introduced: 2/21/2019, Last Amended Date: 6/19/2020, Status: Re-referred to Assembly Local
Government Committee

Summary: Formerly titled the California Wildfire Protection Act of 1990: Habitat Conservation
Fund, this bill would establish the Wildlife Protection Subaccount in the Habitat Conservation Fund
and would require the Controller, if an appropriation is made for this purpose in any fiscal year, to
transfer $30,000,000 from the General Fund to the subaccount, less any amount transferred from
specified accounts and funds, to be expended by the board for the acquisition, enhancement, or
restoration of wildlife habitat.

SB 886 (Archuleta D) Lower San Gabriel River Recreation and Park District: Establishment:
Board of Directors
Introduced: 1/23/2020, Last Amended Date: 5/18/2020, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Current law authorizes the establishment of the Lower San Gabriel River Recreation
and Park District by petition or resolution submitted to the Los Angeles County Local Agency
Formation Commission before January 1, 2020. Current law authorizes specified city councils,
including the city council of the City of Montebello, and the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors to appoint members to serve on the initial board of directors of the district. Under
existing law, a violation of any rule, regulation, or ordinance adopted by the board of directors of
a recreation and park district is a crime. This bill would extend the deadline to submit the petition
or resolution establishing the district from January 1, 2020, to January 1, 2023.

SJR 14 (Archuleta D) Whittier Narrows Dam: Flood Protection Improvements: Federal
Funding
Introduced: 2/26/2020, Status: In Assembly, Held at Desk
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Summary: This measure would urge the United States Congress to include and approve in its
2021 budget an appropriation of approximately $385,000,000 to the United States of Army Corps
of Engineers Civil Works program to perform the critically needed construction and repair work
on Whittier Narrows Dam to protect the citizens of southeastern Los Angeles County from
catastrophic flooding.

CLIMATE CHANGE

AB 65 (Petrie-Norris D) Coastal Protection: Climate Adaptation: Project Prioritization:
Natural Infrastructure: Local General Plans
Introduced: 12/3/2018, Last Amended Date: 9/6/2019, Status: Chaptered

Summary: The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor
Access for All Act of 2018, approved by the voters at the June 5, 2018, statewide primary direct
election as Proposition 68, authorizes the issuance of bonds in the amount of $4,000,000,000 for
the purpose of financing a drought, water, parks, climate, coastal protection, and outdoor access
for all program. The act authorizes, upon appropriation by the Legislature, $40,000,000 of those
bond funds for projects that assist coastal communities, including those reliant on commercial
fisheries, with adaption to climate change, including projects that address ocean acidification, sea
level rise, or habitat restoration and protection, among other things. Among other items, this bill
would require the State Coastal Conservancy when it allocates any funding appropriated pursuant
to the act, prioritize projects and project implementation that use natural infrastructure to help
adapt to climate change. Hence, for possible collaborative projects between WCA and the State
Coastal Conservancy subject to the $40 million contained in Proposition 68 for the conservancy,
projects must incorporate natural infrastructure such as earthen embankment and shoring, raised
or elevated trail improvements so as to avoid sea level rise and inundation. This bill also includes
a new, more robust, definition of “natural infrastructure.”

AB 293 (Garcia, Eduardo D) Greenhouse Gases: Offset Protocols
Introduced: 1/28/2019, Last Amended Date: 4/2/2019, Status: Chaptered

Summary: Current law, until January 1, 2031, establishes the Compliance Offsets Protocol Task
Force to provide guidance to the CA Air Resources Board in approving new offset protocols for a
market-based compliance mechanism for the purposes of increasing offset projects with direct
environmental benefits in the state while prioritizing disadvantaged communities, Native American
or tribal lands, and rural and agricultural regions. This bill would require the task force to consider
the development of additional offset protocols, including, but not limited to, protocols for the
enhanced management or conservation of agricultural and natural lands, and for the
enhancement and restoration of wetlands.

AB 552 (Stone D) Coastal Resources: Program for Coastal Resilience, Adaptation, and
Access
Introduced: 2/13/2019, Last Amended Date: 8/12/2019, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Would establish the Program for Coastal Resilience, Adaptation, and Access for the
purpose of funding specified activities intended to help the state prepare, plan, and implement
actions to address and adapt to sea level rise and coastal climate change. The bill would create
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the Coastal Resilience, Adaptation, and Access Fund in the State Treasury, and would authorize
the California Coastal Commission and specified state agencies to expend moneys in the fund,
upon appropriation in the annual Budget Act, to take actions, based upon the best scientific
information, that are designed to address and adapt to sea level rise and coastal climate change,
as prescribed.

AB 839 (Mullin D) Climate Adaptation Strategy: Strategic Resiliency Framework: Resiliency
through Adaptation, Economic Vitality, and Equity Account
Introduced: 2/20/2019, Last Amended Date: 6/26/2019, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Current law requires the Natural Resources Agency to update every 3 years the
state’s climate adaptation strategy, known as the Safeguarding California Plan, to identify
vulnerabilities to climate change by sectors and priority actions needed to reduce the risks in
those sectors. This bill would require the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency, on or before
July 1, 2021, to review the plan and develop a strategic resiliency framework, as specified. The
bill would require updates to the plan to include, among other things, a review of the progress
made implementing past plans and an evaluation of each lead agency’s lead adaptation efforts,
as well as a detailed description of the framework developed by the secretary.

AB 2441 (Rivas D) Climate Change: Safeguarding California Plan: Extreme Heat and
Community Resilience Program
Introduced: 2/19/2020, Last Amended Date: 5/4/2020, Status: Failed Deadline

Summary: Existing law requires the Natural Resources Agency every 3 years to update the
Safeguarding California Plan. As part of the update, current law requires the agency to coordina
te with

other state agencies to identify a lead agency or group of agencies to lead adaptation efforts in
each

sector. Current law requires state agencies to work to maximize specified objectives. This bill w
ould

include, as objectives to be maximized, building resilient communities by developing projects th
at

incorporate, to the maximum extent feasible, cool surface materials and investing in communitie
sto develop community-
specific climate resilience plans and to establish community resilience centers to

mitigate impacts of local climate risks. Bill would additionally require the Office of Emergency
Services to coordinate with the State Department of Public Health in the review and update of the
Adaption Planning Guide. Bill would establish the Extreme Heat and Community Resilience
Program to address extreme heat and to facilitate the implementation of regional and state climate
change planning into projects through awarding of competitive grants to eligible entities. Strategic
Growth Council would administer program and a fund would be established | the State Treasury
and require the council, upon appropriation by the Legislature, expend moneys in the fund for
implementation.

AB 2619 (Stone D) Coastal Resources: Program for Climate Resilience, Adaptation, and
Access
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Introduced: 2/20/2020, Status: Hearing in Assembly Appropriations Committee on June 2 and
June 3

Summary: Would establish the Program for Coastal Resilience, Adaptation, and Access for the
purpose of funding specified activities intended to help the state prepare, plan, and implement
actions to address and adapt to sea level rise and coastal climate change. The bill would create
the Coastal Resilience, Adaptation, and Access Fund in the State Treasury, and would authorize
the California Coastal Commission and specified state agencies to expend moneys in the fund,
upon appropriation in the annual Budget Act, to take actions, based upon the best scientific
information, that are designed to address and adapt to sea level rise and coastal climate change,
as prescribed.

AB 3256 (Garcia, Eduardo D) Economic Recovery, Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking
Water, Drought Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020

Introduced: 2/21/2020, Last Amended Date: 5/18/2020, Status: Hearing in Assembly
Appropriations Committee on June 2 and June 3

Summary: Would enact the Economic Recovery, Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water,
Drought Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020, which, if approved by the voters,
would authorize the issuance of bonds in the amount of $6,980,000,000 pursuant to the State
General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects for an economic recovery, wildfire prevention,
safe drinking water, drought preparation, and flood protection program.

SB 45 (Allen D) Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought Prevention, and Flood
Protection Bond Act of 2020

Introduced: 12/3/2018, Last Amended Date: 1/23/2020, Status: In Assembly waiting for
committee assignment

Summary: Would enact the Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought Preparation, and
Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020, which, if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance
of bonds in the amount of $5,510,000,000 pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to
finance projects for a wildfire prevention, safe drinking water, drought preparation, and flood
protection program. Would also restore fire damaged areas, reduce wildfire risk, create healthy
forest and watersheds, reduce climate impacts on urban areas and vulnerable populations,
protect water supply and water quality, protect rivers, lakes, and streams, reduce flood risk,
protect fish and wildlife from climate impacts, improve climate resilience of agricultural lands, and
protect coastal lands and resources. There is a specific category contained in the bond that is LA
River specific. This is the Senate climate/resources bond vehicle that will serve as a compliment
to AB 3256. This bill would provide for the submission of these provisions to the voters at the
November 3, 2020, statewide general election.

SB 576 (Umberg D) Coastal Resources: Climate Ready Program and Coastal Climate
Change Adaptation, Infrastructure, and Readiness Program
Introduced: 2/22/2019, Last Amended Date: 9/6/2019, Status: Chaptered

Summary: Current law authorizes the State Coastal Conservancy to address the impacts and
potential impacts of climate change on resources within its jurisdiction, this includes undertaking
projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, address extreme weather events, sea level rise,
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storm surge, and other coastal hazards that threaten coastal communities, infrastructure, and
natural resources. Current law also authorizes the conservancy to award grants to public agencies
and nonprofit organizations for these activities. This bill would recast these provisions as the
Climate Ready Program to be administered by the conservancy as described above. Existing law
also establishes the Ocean Protection Council. This bill would require the council, subject to the
availability of funding, develop and implement a coastal climate adaptation, infrastructure, and
readiness program to recommend best practices and strategies to improve the climate change
resiliency of the state’s coastal communities, infrastructure, and habitat and collaborate with
certain entities and scientists to facilitate information sharing regarding coastal climate change
adaptation, infrastructure, and readiness, including providing information to the Office of Planning
and Research to be considered for inclusion into a certain clearinghouse for climate adaptation
information.

SB 1296 (Durazo D) Natural Resources: the Nature and Parks Career Pathway and
Community Resiliency Act of 2020

Introduced: 2/21/2020, Last Amended Date: 5/21/2020, Status: Senate Appropriations
Committee Hearing on 6/8/20

Summary: Current law establishes various environmental and economic policies and programs.
This bill, upon appropriations by the Legislature, would establish the Nature and Parks Career
Pathway and Community Resiliency Act of 2020, which would require state conservancies, and
the Wildlife Conservation Board to establish independent grant programs focusing on
disadvantaged youth to underwrite climate mitigation, adaptation, or resilience, natural disaster,
and other climate emergency projects.

10





