
DATE: April 6, 2020 

TO: RMC Governing Board 

FROM: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 

SUBJECT: Item 13: Consideration of a Resolution approving a Proposition 1 grant to 
Amigos de los Rios for the Monrovia Unified School District Campus Green 
Infrastructure Development Project (RMC 19011) 

PROGRAM AREA: Urban Lands 

PROJECT TYPE: Design Build 

JURISDICTION: City of Monrovia 

PROJECT MANAGER: Joseph Gonzalez 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy Governing Board approve a grant in the amount of $609,693 to Amigos de los Rios 
for the Monrovia Unified School District Campus Green Infrastructure Development Project 
(RMC19011). 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  

Exhibit A – Tasklist & Timeline 
Exhibit B – Project Budget 
Exhibit C – Project Location 
Exhibit D – Project Designs 
Exhibit E – Letter of Partnership from Superintendent, Monrovia USD 

With the passage of the Water Quality, Supply and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 
(Proposition 1) in November 2014, the RMC established Proposition 1 grant program guidelines 
which provided for project applications to be submitted for funding consideration (RMC Resolution 
2015-18).   

In the Fall of 2016, the RMC Governing Board approved Proposition 1 funding guidelines.  The 
RMC Governing Board began approving funding to projects at the start of 2017 through November 
2017 as part of the Round One Proposition 1 Call for Projects.  

In Fall of 2018, upon approval of the RMC Governing Board (Resolution 2018-22), staff opened 
the Round Two Call of Projects between October 16, 2018 to December 16, 2018. Of the 
$30,000,000 allocated to RMC under Chapter 6, section 79731(f) up to $10,000,000 is being 
made available for Round Two, for projects though out all if RMC territory. Note, projects within 
the Los Angeles River corridor have a separate RMC urban river funding source. 

Projects prioritized for funding recommendations to the Governing Board are subject to multiple 
factors upon review, including project score and ranking amongst territory-wide submittals, project 
readiness, and public benefit value. Project proponents are provided the opportunity to receive 
higher scores based on additional information provided through staff interviews that demonstrate 
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an alignment with RMC goals and objectives, and granting of funds is consistent with RMC 
programs, which include: 

Common Ground, from the Mountains to the Sea - Supports the Watershed and Open 
Space Plan vision for the San Gabriel and Los Angeles River Watersheds, seeks to restore 
balance between natural and human systems. Guiding principles: 1) growing greener 
(create, expand and improve open space and access to open space), 2) enhancing waters 
and waterways, and 3) coordinate regional planning efforts.  

RMC Environmental Justice Policy - To ensure that the public, including minority and low-
income populations, are informed of opportunities to participate in the development and 
implementation of all RMC-related programs, policies and activities, and that they are 
not discriminated against, treated unfairly, or caused to experience disproportionately high 
and adverse human health or environmental effects from environmental decisions.  

Tribal Consultation - To ensure Indian tribes and tribal communities are able to provide 
meaningful input into the development of regulations, rules policies, programs, projects, 
plans, property decisions, and activities that may affect tribal communities; supporting AB52 
and CEQA, which require separate consideration of tribal cultural resources from that 
of paleontological resources. 

After review by RMC staff, this grant received a score of 110.9/132 or 84% and recommends 
funding of the planning components for the project only. 

Amigos de Los Rios, a non-profit that works to design, build, and restore parks and open space, 
will partner with Monrovia Unified School District (MUSD) to protect water resources and quality 

Project: Monrovia USD Campus Green Infrastructure Development 
Project 

Applicant: Amigos de los Rios 
Program area: Urban Land 

Amount requested: $609,693 
Amount recommended for 
funding: $609,693 

RMC PROP 1 REGIONWIDE GRANT PROGRAM  - EVALUATION CRITERIA SUMMARY 

Factor Project Score Total Possible Points 

1. Restore River Parkways 8.2 10 

2. Educational/Interpretive Signage 2 2 

3. Habitat and Restoration Resource Values 12.1 15 

4. Matching Funds 3 7 

5. Environmental Justice and DAC 32.5 38  
6. Multi-benefit and multi-jurisdictional 2.8 3 

7. Stakeholders/Partners Resource Value 8 8 

8. Stewardship and Management Plan Value 3.7 4 

9. Water Sustainability/Storage/Infrastructure 8.8 10 

10. Urban Land Value 9.1 10 

11. Water Resource Quality Value 20.7 25 

TOTAL POINTS 110.9 132 
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at Santa Fe Middle and Plymouth Elementary Schools in an underserved area of the City of 
Monrovia.  

This project will plant 160 native and drought-tolerant trees and 900 shrubs around the campus 
perimeters and at key locations throughout the school sites, helping to beautify, create ‘nearby 
nature’ and serve their nearly 1,000 students and the region’s families.   It will remove water-
intensive grass species, in order to create a nature discovery - living laboratory on Campus Park 
with native, drought-tolerant urban forestry and water-saving Low-Impact Development 
elements students can enjoy.  

In addition to the project’s urban forestry, the project will also make key Low-Impact 
Development retrofits designed to enhance the sites’ water conservation values: Bioswales, 
landscape planters, rain gardens, rain barrels and infiltration areas will be strategically installed 
to capture and infiltrate stormwater on-site. These elements will be integrated into relevant 
areas; permeable pavement will be strategically located at entrances and exits to school parking 
lots to improve stormwater management.  The proposed Green Infrastructure elements retrofits 
of the schools will demonstrate how to collect, capture, and infiltrate water on-site at the parking 
lot, drive lane, and in campus fields, enhancing water resources management on site, reduce 

water use on school grounds, and help more efficiently manage stormwater and vector issues 
for the benefit of school community and Monrovia residents.  This approach will use nature-
based solutions to minimize on-site flooding, which is an issue for both schools. 

Monrovia’s schools are also joint use facilities with the City of Monrovia, so in addition to 
contributing to regional watershed and ecosystem health, the urban greening will create improved 
public green space. The Schools are located near the Emerald Necklace Regional Bike Trail Loop 
- and notably to Peck Water Conservation Park. Watershed Interpretive Elements on campus will
highlight the green infrastructure transformations and inform residents about key open space
resources nearby including public lands of Monrovia Canyon Park, the Angeles National Forest,
Whittier Narrows Recreation Area, and the Pacific Ocean to the south.

Other green infrastructure ‘ecosystem services’ to the campuses and surrounding residential 
communities, include: managing regional water reliably; protecting regional biodiversity; air quality 
improvements; greenhouse gas sequestration; heat island mitigation; celebration of natural and 
cultural history; improved access to physical recreation and an enhanced sense of place with 
nature discovery areas; and opportunities for students to practice and learn the value of 
environmental stewardship and civic engagement. 

If approved by the board, this project will have a timeline of 2 years from April 6, 2020 to an 
anticipated completion by April 30, 2022. 

BACKGROUND: The proposed green infrastructure project will improve green amenities at 
Plymouth Elementary School and Santa Fe Middle School which are located in the City of 
Monrovia, part of the East Los Angeles metro region and San Gabriel River Watershed drainage 
basin. Monrovia is also primarily minority city: 41.5% Latino, 14% Asian, and 5.3% African 
American population, and this region is park-poor and disproportionately impacted by pollution, 
with major freeways and arterials nearby impairing waterways, air quality, and causing 
environmental health problems. The project will serve and improve public and environmental 
health for disadvantaged urban communities within densely populated eastern Los Angeles 
County, improving open green space access in order to relieve the burdens of grey infrastructure. 
This innovative project will demonstrate sustainable school campus grounds management with 
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significant co-benefits to students and community that are provided by the urban greening 
elements: proven academic performance improvements, physical fitness and community mental 
health benefits. 

The proposed project is part of Amigos de los Rios’ greater planning effort, the Emerald Necklace 
Initiative (based on the 1930 Olmsted Bartholomew Plan), a regional vision for an interconnected 
network of parks, green spaces, and trails spanning Los Angeles County from the San Gabriel 
Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. The Olmsted Plan called for greening of school yards as park 
like settings for benefit of students and community members.  This is of vital importance to the 
urban area, serving Latino and Asian communities that are disadvantaged by poor environmental 
conditions, deficient green space access, and associated socio-economic indicators including low 
income and challenged educational attainment. 

FISCAL INFORMATION: This grant award to Amigos de los Rios will be for a total amount 
of $609,693 in Proposition 1 funds, with matching funds totaling $142,100, for project total of 
$751,793.  

Funding for this project is allocated from the following statute of Proposition 1: 

Proposition 1, Chapter 188, Statutes of 2014 
Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 allocations, Chapter 6 under 
statute: 

79731 (f): San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, the sum 
of thirty million dollars ($30,000,000). 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY AND RMC ADOPTED POLICIES/AUTHORITIES: 

Public Resources Code Division 22.8 provides in part that: 

Section 32602:  There is in the Resources Agency, the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers 
and Mountains Conservancy, which is created as a state agency for the following purposes: 

(a) To acquire and manage public lands within the Lower Los Angeles River and San Gabriel
River watersheds, and to provide open-space, low-impact recreational and educational
uses, water conservation, watershed improvement, wildlife and habitat restoration and
protection, and watershed improvement within the territory.

(b) To preserve the San Gabriel River and the Lower Los Angeles River consistent with
existing and adopted river and flood control projects for the protection of life and property.

(c) To acquire open-space lands within the territory of the conservancy.

Section 32604:  The conservancy shall do all of the following: 
(a) Establish policies and priorities for the conservancy regarding the San Gabriel River and

the Lower Los Angeles River, and their watersheds, and conduct any necessary planning
activities, in accordance with the purposes set forth in Section 32602.

(b) Approve conservancy funded projects that advance the policies and priorities set forth in
Section 32602.

(d) To provide for the public's enjoyment and enhancement of recreational and educational
experiences on public lands in the San Gabriel Watershed and Lower Los Angeles River,
and the San Gabriel Mountains in a manner consistent with the protection of lands and
resources in those watersheds.
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Section 32614:   The conservancy may do all of the following: 
(b) Enter into contracts with any public agency, private entity, or person necessary for the

proper discharge of the conservancy's duties, and enter into a joint powers agreement
with a public agency, in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Section 32602.

(e) Enter into any other agreement with any public agency, private entity, or person necessary
for the proper discharge of the conservancy's duties for the purposes set forth in Section
32602.

(f) Recruit and coordinate volunteers and experts to conduct interpretive and recreational
programs and assist with construction projects and the maintenance of parkway facilities.

Further, Section 32614 provides that:  The conservancy may do all of the following: 
(g) Undertake, within the territory, site improvement projects, regulate public access, and

revegetate and otherwise rehabilitate degraded areas, in consultation with any other public
agency with appropriate jurisdiction and expertise, in accordance with the purposes set
forth in Section 32602.  The conservancy may also, within the territory, upgrade
deteriorating facilities and construct new facilities as needed for outdoor recreation, nature
appreciation and interpretation, and natural resources projection.  The conservancy may
undertake those projects by itself or in conjunction with another local agency; however,
the conservancy shall provide overall coordination of those projects by setting priorities
for the projects and by ensuring a uniform approach to projects.  The conservancy may
undertake those projects with prior notification to the legislative body of the local agency
that has jurisdiction in the area in which the conservancy proposes to undertake that
activity.

Section 32614.5: 

(a) The conservancy may award grants to local public agencies, state agencies, federal
agencies, and nonprofit organizations for the purposes of this division.

(b) Grants to nonprofit organizations for the acquisition of real property or interests in real
property shall be subject to all of the following conditions:
(1) The purchase price of any interest in land acquired by the nonprofit organization may

not exceed fair market value as established by an appraisal approved by the
conservancy.

(2) The conservancy approves the terms under which the interest in land is acquired.
(3) The interest in land acquired pursuant to a grant from the conservancy may not be

used as security for any debt incurred by the nonprofit organization unless the
conservancy approves the transaction.

(4) The transfer of land acquired pursuant to a grant shall be subject to the approval of
the conservancy and the execution of an agreement between the conservancy and
the transferee sufficient to protect the interests of the state.

(5) The state shall have a right of entry and power of termination in and over all interests
in real property acquired with state funds, which may be exercised if any essential term
or condition of the grant is violated.

(6) If the existence of the nonprofit organization is terminated for any reason, title to all
interest in real property acquired with state funds shall immediately vest in the state,
except that, prior to that termination, another public agency or nonprofit organization
may receive title to all or a portion of that interest in real property, by recording its
acceptance of title, together with the conservancy's approval, in writing.
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(c) Any deed or other instrument of conveyance whereby real property is acquired by a
nonprofit organization pursuant to this section shall be recorded and shall set forth the
executor interest or right of entry on the part of the state.
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Project  Elements Unit Cost $
Unit 

Measure
Quantity

Total Project

Costs
RMC Funding School District

Amigos 

Applicant 

Match

In Kind 

Donations / 

Volunteers

Check Total

PHASE 1

Project Management & Admin  $    52,000 ea. 1  $    52,000  $    52,000 52,000$    

Community Based Design/Outreach  $    25,000 ea. 1  $    25,000  $    25,000 25,000$    

Civil Engineer  $    25,000 ea. 1  $    25,000  $    25,000 25,000$    

Landscape Architect/Arborist  $    12,000 ea. 1  $    12,000  $    12,000 12,000$    

Construction Admin  $    6,000 ea. 1  $    6,000  $    6,000 6,000$    

Survey Engineer  $    6,000 ea. 1  $    6,000  $    6,000 6,000$    

1. SUBTOTAL  $    126,000  $    126,000  $    -   $    -   $    -   126,000$    

Tree Well Retrofit 500.00$     4 2,000.00$      $    2,000 2,000$    

New Tree Well Creation ( Asphalt or Concrete Cut and Haul 

away)
850.00$     18 15,300.00$     15,300.00$     15,300$    

Grass  Removal/Grubbing 6.00$     SF 2800 16,800.00$     15,800.00$      $    1,000 16,800$    

Asphalt removal ( Bioswale Rain Garden) 4.50$     1100 4,950.00$     3,950.00$      $    1,000 4,950$    

LID Planter Masonry 6,500.00$    2 13,000.00$     13,000.00$     13,000$    

Permeable Surfaces 12.00$    2600 31,200.00$     31,200.00$     31,200$    

Permeable Pavement 26.00$    3800 98,800.00$     98,800.00$     98,800$    

Rain Garden 8,000.00$    2 16,000.00$     9,000.00$      $    7,000 16,000$    

Rain Barrel 1,200.00$    6 7,200.00$     5,200.00$      $    2,000 7,200$    

Bioswale/Drainage Retrofit Infiltration Area 65,000.00$  1 65,000.00$     61,000.00$      $    4,000 65,000$    

High Efficiency Irrigation to Trees & LID Planters 38,000.00$  1 38,000.00$     36,000.00$      $    2,000 38,000$    

2a. Subtotal 308,250.00$     289,250.00$     2,000.00$     -$    17,000.00$     308,250.00$     

Tree Stock 75.00$    Ea. 160 12,000.00$     12,000.00$     12,000$    

Tree Stakes & Ties ( 2 stakes & 4 Ties) 14.00$    Ea. 320 4,480.00$     4,480.00$     4,480$    

Tree Planting 135.00$     Ea. 160 21,600.00$     7,000.00$      $    14,600 21,600$    

Tree Staking Youth Corps 40.00$    Ea. 160 6,400.00$     6,400.00$     6,400$    

Native & Mediterranean Shrub Stock 12.00$    Ea. 900 10,800.00$     10,800.00$     10,800$    

Shrub Planting 38.00$    900 34,200.00$     13,250.00$      $    20,950 34,200$    

Mulch 23.00$    900 20,700.00$     5,700.00$      $    3,000  $    12,000 20,700$    

Soil Amendments  & Mycrorize 2.00$     900 1,800.00$     1,800.00$     1,800$    

2b. Subtotal 111,980.00$     61,430.00$     3,000.00$     12,000.00$     35,550.00$     111,980.00$     

Multi Lingual Water Resources Protection Interpretive Elements 

(Manufacture, Install)
 $    800 ea. 16 12,800.00$      $    8,000  $    2,200  $    2,600 12,800$    

2c. Subtotal 12,800.00$     8,000.00$     -$     2,200.00$     2,600.00$    12,800.00$    

2. SUBTOTAL 2a + 2b + 2c  $    433,030  $    358,680  $    5,000  $    14,200  $    55,150  $    433,030 

PHASE 1 GRAND TOTAL  $    559,030  $    484,680  $    5,000  $    14,200  $    55,150  $    559,030 

PHASE 2

1. Plant Establishment

Establishment 30%  $    25 ea.   160  $    4,000  $    1,500  $    2,500 4,000$    

Shrub & Mulch  $    25 ea.   850  $    21,250  $    1,500  $    19,750 21,250$    

Establishment 60%  $    25 ea.   160  $    4,000  $    1,500  $    2,500 4,000$    

Shrub & Mulch  $    25 ea.   850  $    21,250  $    1,500  $    19,750 21,250$    

Establishment 100%  $    25 ea.   160  $    4,000  $    1,500  $    2,500 4,000$    

Shrub & Mulch  $    25 ea.   850  $    21,250  $    1,500  $    19,750 21,250$    

Update Maintained Manual & Create As Built during Habitat 

Monitoring
 $    3,500 ea.   1  $    4,500  $    3,500  $    1,000 4,500$    

1.  Subtotal  $    80,250  $    12,500  $    -    $    1,000  $    66,750 80,250$    

PHASE 2 GRAND TOTAL  $    80,250  $    12,500  $   -  $   1,000  $    66,750  $    80,250 

Contingency x%   1  $    44,046  $    44,046  $    -   $    -   44,046$    

 $    683,326  $    541,226  $    5,000  $    15,200  $    121,900  $    683,326 

10% 10%  $    68,467  $    68,467 68,467$    

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS  $    751,793  $    609,693  $    5,000  $    15,200  $    121,900 751,793$    

Contingency

Subtotal Contingency

Indirect

2. Construction

2a. Site Prep

2b. Urban Forestry

2c. Interpretative Elements

RMC Water Quality, Supply and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1) 

MONROVIA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT  CAMPUS GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Grant Budget

1. Project Mgmt.
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April 6, 2020 – Item 13 
 

RESOLUTION 2020-15 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS 
ANGELES RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY (RMC) 

APPROVING A PROPOSITION 68 GRANT TO THE NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION AMIGOS DE LOS RIOS FOR THE MONROVIA 

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT CAMPUS GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (RMC19011) 

 
 
WHEREAS, The legislature has found and declared that the San Gabriel River and its tributaries, 
the Lower Los Angeles River and its tributaries, and the San Gabriel Mountains, Puente Hills, and 
San Jose Hills constitute a unique and important open space, environmental, anthropological, 
cultural, scientific, educational, recreational, scenic, and wildlife resource that should be held in 
trust to be preserved and enhanced for the enjoyment of, and appreciation by, present and future 
generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, The people of the State of California have enacted the Water Quality, Supply, and 
Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (“Proposition 1”) and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of California has authorized an expenditure of funds from Proposition 1, 
the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 to the San Gabriel and 
Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy for capital outlay and local assistance 
multi-benefit grants for ecosystem and watershed protection and restoration projects; and  
  
WHEREAS, The RMC may award grants to local public agencies, state agencies, federal 
agencies, and nonprofit organizations for the purposes of Division 22.8 the Public Resources 
Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project meets an objective of the California Water Action Plan for more 
reliable water supplies, restoration of important species and habitat, more resilient and 
sustainably managed water infrastructure; and 
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project meets the goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
consistent with AB 32; and  
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project is consistent with the San Gabriel and Los Angeles River 
Watershed and Open Space Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project protects land and water resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, The grantee has requested a grant from Proposition 1, Section 79731 (f) of the 
Water Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, This action is exempt from the environmental impact report requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and NOW 
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Resolution No. 2020-15 
 

Therefore be it resolved that the RMC hereby: 
 
1 FINDS that this action is consistent with the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers 

and Mountains Conservancy Act and is necessary to carry out the purposes and 
objectives of Division 22.8 of the Public Resources Code. 

2 FINDS that the Proposition 1 RMC Grant Program is consistent with the Water Quality, 
Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (“Proposition 1”), which provides 
funds for the RMC grant program. 

3 FINDS the proposed project meets at least one of the purposes of Proposition 1. 

4 FINDS the proposed project meets at least one of the three objectives of the California 
Water Action Plan. 

5 FINDS that the proposed action is consistent with the San Gabriel and Lower San Gabriel 
and Los Angeles River Watershed and Open Space Plan as adopted by the Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy; 

6 FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental 
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

7 ADOPTS the staff report dated April 6, 2020. 

8 AUTHORIZES a grant of in the amount of $609,693 to the nonprofit organization Amigos 
de los Rios through April 30, 2022 for the Monrovia USD Campus Green Infrastructure 
Development Project (RMC19011). 

 
~ End of Resolution ~ 

 
 
Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS 
CONSERVANCY on April 6, 2020. 
 
 

Motion _______________________ Second: _______________________ 
 
 
Ayes: _________ Nays: ____________ Abstentions: _____________ 

 
 
 
 
  ____________________________ 
  Frank Colonna, Chair 
 
 

ATTEST: ___________________________ 
  David Edsall, Jr. 
  Deputy Attorney General 
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