
 

 
 
DATE: April 29, 2019 
 
TO: RMC Governing Board 
 
FROM: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Item 13: Consideration of a resolution approving the Consultant Services 

Retainer for the Los Angeles River Community Restoration & Revitalization 
Projects, including Green Incubator and Cultural Center  

 
PROGRAM AREA: Lower Los Angeles River and Tributaries 
 
PROJECT TYPE:   Planning 
 
JURISDICTION: Lower Los Angeles River Corridor 
 
PROJECT MANAGER:  Salian Garcia 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy Governing Board approve the list of consultants established from the Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) for Consultant Services Retainer for the Los Angeles River Community 
Restoration & Revitalization Projects, including Green Incubator and Cultural Center. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: In order to efficiently carry out the planning, development, and 
construction for projects related to the Lower Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan, Green 
Incubator, and the Cultural Center, the RMC released a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for 
Consultants Services to provide professional services as required for project planning and 
development on an as needed basis (attached as Exhibit A).  The projects identified in the 
planning process for the Los Angeles river initiated by passage of AB 530, establishment of the 
Lower Los Angeles River Working Group generated opportunities for urban river enhancements 
that touch on integration of open space, housing, transportation, and business development, 
requiring varying skills sets, disciplines and expertise which will require a broad range of 
experienced and skilled practitioners.    
 
The RFQ was released on December 5, 2018 with a submittal deadline of January 7, 2019.  The 
RFQ’s primary purpose was to establish a pool of individual consultants and firms who have been 
pre-screened for their relevant level of expertise in urban river community projects, outreach, 
incubator and urban river improvement programs and projects.  Subsequently, those on the list 
are highly qualified and readily available to provide professional consulting services for various 
projects within the Lower Los Angeles River region to support the Lower LA Revitalization Plan 
(AB 530).  Services will primarily focus on the Green Incubator and Lower LA River Ranger 
Implementation Project, but the list of individuals and firms may also be used for projects 
throughout the lower Los Angeles river corridor. 
 
Submittals were evaluated based upon a set of nine criteria for those firms who have complied 
with the minimum qualification requirements and to one or more of the following desirable 
qualifications and expertise detailed below:  
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Knowledge of the Lower Los Angeles River and its Revitalization Plan (maximum score – 
100 pts): The contractor shall demonstrate a level of knowledge and expertise in understanding 
the Lower Los Angeles River’s urban environment, and the communities along and the relevant 
concerns of the communities and regulatory agencies. The contractor may provide assistance in 
community presentations and assessment of the project's consistency with local plans and 
planning standards. The consultant will provide services related to the land acquisition and 
planning, including support for land purchases recommended within the Lower LA River 
Revitalization Plan, planning-related applications and construction projects related to the Plan.  
 
Incubator Oversight and Contract Management, and Post-Incubation (maximum score –   
100 pts): Contractor should be able to provide evaluations of incubator tenants’ projects. This 
may involve preliminary business planning to help potential and early-stage small and medium-
sized enterprises or entrepreneurs (including recent graduates, researchers, and inventors) to 
test the feasibility of their ideas and to develop a business plan. Mentoring and networking 
support may be provided to execute incubator graduates’ business growth strategies.  
 
The Green Incubator project will serve as a base and catalyst for the implementation of the Plan 
by building capacity, providing coordination, and facilitating collaboration by and for all 
community stakeholders. The Green Incubator will have the potential to provide funding for a 
river-adjacent, RMC managed site to support housing for:  
 

• A “green innovator-in-residence” entrepreneurship  
• A STEM/Citizen Scientists Academy for local youth  
• Local green and environmental justice non-profits  

 
Availability, Schedule, and Project Management (maximum score – 10 pts): An important 
selection factor is the availability of contractor and its staff and subcontractors, if any. The RMC 
recommends that the SOQ clearly delineate the person(s) that will be responsible for directing 
the professional services team and their relevant experience in such a role.  
 
Other factors taken into consideration included expertise in graphics, knowledge of 
contemporary technologies and methodologies in green business, and experience in 
implementing restoration and/or recreation projects and working with disadvantaged 
communities.   
 
Sixteen proposals were received; however, seven submissions were nonmaterially incomplete.  
In general, the deficiencies were missing signatures on documents or absence of document 
itself.  On January 15, 2019, the RMC communicated to the individuals and firms regarding their 
issues resulting in the identified deficiencies in each proposal and advised if they would like the 
RMC to proceed to review their proposal, a respond within three business days with details and 
all necessary documents to be submitted for each non-responsive issue.  All seven proposers 
responded within the requested timeframe, with the issues satisfactorily remedied.   
 
The sixteen proposals were each evaluated by three RMC staff members for desirable 
qualification and expertise.  A sample of the scoring sheet is attached as Exhibit B.  The scores 
were then averaged with the maximum overall total score of 210.  The table below reflects the 
proposals that scored above sixty-percent (60%) and they are ranked in order of overall total 
score (highest to lowest).     
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Proposal receiving a score below seventy-five percent (75%), as shaded on the chart below, 
was the result of the response demonstrating only limited or highly specialized skills in 
disciplines requested based on scoring.   
 
 

Rank Proposer 

Knowledge of 
the Lower LA 
River and its 
Revitalization 

Plan 

Incubator 
Oversight & 

Contract 
Management, 

& Post 
Incubation; 

Cultural 
Center 

Availability, 
Schedule, 

and Project 
Management 

Overall 
Total 
Score 

1 Studio-MLA 94.7 95.0 9.3 199.0 

2 
Geosyntec 
Consultants 

89.7 86.0 5.0 180.7 

3 
Tetra Tech, 
Inc 

95.0 77.7 7.7 180.4 

4 
Urbanism 
Advisors 

86.3 82.3 6.7 175.3 

5 MIG 89.7 73.5 6.0 169.2 

6 PlaceWorks 83.3 73.3 9.0 165.6 

7 
Los Angeles 
Cleantech 
Incubator 

64.3 89.2 6.3 159.8 

8 SWA 78.3 73.8 4.3 156.4 

9 
Jennifer 
Samson 

70.5 75.5 6.0 152.0 

10 RiverLA 71.5 71.8 4.7 148.0 

11 AHBE 74.7 64.8 4.7 144.2 

12 Ninyo & Moore 82.3 55.3 5.0 142.6 

13 
Amigos de los 
Rios 

65.7 65.7 5.7 137.1 

14 
Stoss 
Landscape 
Urbanism 

67.3 57.7 5.3 130.3 

 
 
The RMC propose the above list of consultants to be potentially selected for as needed tasks.  
For each task order, upon selection for service, the contractors will be asked to submit a fee 
schedule specifying the hourly rates for specific classifications of employees, subcontractors, 
and/or services to be provided.   
 
No contractor is guaranteed a minimum contract value by virtue of being participant and 
inclusion on the list consultants under this solicitation. Actual payments will be managed through 
specific request for service proposals, scopes of work and quotes based on approved fee 
schedules that will be executed at the discretion of the Executive Officer or designee. Payments 
to consultants and/or contractors will only be made for work satisfactory provided and approved 
by the RMC. All terms of this solicitation for service qualifications and tasks order for service 
shall be satisfied and required to be met by consultants and contractors.   
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FISCAL INFORMATION: Funding for the contracts resulting from the Request for 
Qualifications will be allocated from local assistance for Los Angeles River Community 
Restoration and Revitalization Projects and the statute from multiple fund sources, including 
Proposition 1, Proposition 68, and Budget Act of 2018 allocations.  
 
Proposition 1: 
79731 (f): San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, the sum of 
thirty million dollars ($30,000,000) and section 79735 (a) of the funds authorized by Section 
79730, one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) shall be available, upon appropriation by the 
Legislature, for projects to protect and enhance an urban creek, as defined in subdivision (e) of 
Section 7048, and its tributaries pursuant to Division 22.8 (commencing with Section 79508…. 
 
Proposition 68  
80110(b)(6): San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, the sum 
of thirty million dollars ($30,000,000) and section 80100(a)(1)(B) thirty-seven million five hundred 
thousand ($37,500,000) shall be available to the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angles Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy. 
 
Budget Act of 2018 (Senate Bill No. 840)  
For local assistance, Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency: Los Angeles River Community 
Restoration and Revitalization Projects, in the amount of twenty million dollars ($20,000,000), of 
this amount, allocation to Rivers and Mountains Conservancy is nineteen million dollars 
($19,000,000). 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY AND RMC ADOPTED POLICIES/AUTHORITIES:  The Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy (RMC) statute provides in part that: 
 
Section 32602:  There is in the Resources Agency, the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers 
and Mountains Conservancy, which is created as a state agency for the following purposes: 

 
(a) To acquire and manage public lands within the Lower Los Angeles River and San Gabriel 

River watersheds, and to provide open-space, low-impact recreational and educational 
uses, water conservation, watershed improvement, wildlife and habitat restoration and 
protection, and watershed improvement within the territory. 

(b) To preserve the San Gabriel River and the Lower Los Angeles River consistent with 
existing and adopted river and flood control projects for the protection of life and property. 

(c) To acquire open-space lands within the territory of the conservancy. 
 

Section 32604:  The conservancy shall do all of the following: 
(a) Establish policies and priorities for the conservancy regarding the San Gabriel River and 

the Lower Los Angeles River, and their watersheds, and conduct any necessary planning 
activities, in accordance with the purposes set forth in Section 32602. 

(b) Approve conservancy funded projects that advance the policies and priorities set forth in 
Section 32602. 

(d) To provide for the public's enjoyment and enhancement of recreational and educational 
experiences on public lands in the San Gabriel Watershed and Lower Los Angeles River, 
and the San Gabriel Mountains in a manner consistent with the protection of lands and 
resources in those watersheds. 

 
Section 32614:   The conservancy may do all of the following: 
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(b) Enter into contracts with any public agency, private entity, or person necessary for the 
proper discharge of the conservancy's duties, and enter into a joint powers agreement 
with a public agency, in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Section 32602. 

(e) Enter into any other agreement with any public agency, private entity, or person necessary 
for the proper discharge of the conservancy's duties for the purposes set forth in Section 
32602. 

(f) Recruit and coordinate volunteers and experts to conduct interpretive and recreational 
programs and assist with construction projects and the maintenance of parkway facilities. 

 
Further, Section 32614 provides that:  The conservancy may do all of the following: 

(g) Undertake, within the territory, site improvement projects, regulate public access, and 
revegetate and otherwise rehabilitate degraded areas, in consultation with any other public 
agency with appropriate jurisdiction and expertise, in accordance with the purposes set 
forth in Section 32602.  The conservancy may also, within the territory, upgrade 
deteriorating facilities and construct new facilities as needed for outdoor recreation, nature 
appreciation and interpretation, and natural resources projection.  The conservancy may 
undertake those projects by itself or in conjunction with another local agency; however, 
the conservancy shall provide overall coordination of those projects by setting priorities 
for the projects and by ensuring a uniform approach to projects.  The conservancy may 
undertake those projects with prior notification to the legislative body of the local agency 
that has jurisdiction in the area in which the conservancy proposes to undertake that 
activity. 

 
Section 32614.5:   

(a) The conservancy may award grants to local public agencies, state agencies, federal 
agencies, and nonprofit organizations for the purposes of this division. 

(b) Grants to nonprofit organizations for the acquisition of real property or interests in real 
property shall be subject to all of the following conditions: 
(1) The purchase price of any interest in land acquired by the nonprofit organization may 

not exceed fair market value as established by an appraisal approved by the 
conservancy. 

(2) The conservancy approves the terms under which the interest in land is acquired. 
(3) The interest in land acquired pursuant to a grant from the conservancy may not be 

used as security for any debt incurred by the nonprofit organization unless the 
conservancy approves the transaction. 

(4) The transfer of land acquired pursuant to a grant shall be subject to the approval of 
the conservancy and the execution of an agreement between the conservancy and 
the transferee sufficient to protect the interests of the state. 

(5) The state shall have a right of entry and power of termination in and over all interests 
in real property acquired with state funds, which may be exercised if any essential term 
or condition of the grant is violated. 

(6) If the existence of the nonprofit organization is terminated for any reason, title to all 
interest in real property acquired with state funds shall immediately vest in the state, 
except that, prior to that termination, another public agency or nonprofit organization 
may receive title to all or a portion of that interest in real property, by recording its 
acceptance of title, together with the conservancy's approval, in writing. 

 
(c) Any deed or other instrument of conveyance whereby real property is acquired by a 
 nonprofit organization pursuant to this section shall be recorded and shall set forth the 
 executor interest or right of entry on the part of the state. 
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Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
State of California 

San Gabriel & Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) 

CONSULTANT SERVICES RETAINER 
LOS ANGELES RIVER COMMUNITY RESTORATION & REVITALIZATION PROJECTS, 

INCLUDING GREEN INCUBATOR AND CULTURAL CENTER 

Provide professional services as required for retained services to be used on an as needed 
basis. 

Interested consultants and firms may view the RFQ on the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
website at http://www.rmc.ca.gov. 

All technical questions should be directed to Salian Garcia, Associate Governmental Program 
Analyst, (626) 815-1019 x110 or sgarcia@rmc.ca.gov.  

Other questions related to the agency and the Lower LA River Revitalization Plan may be 
directed to Mark Stanley, Executive Officer, (626) 815-1019 or mstanley@rmc.ca.gov.  

Statements of Qualifications (SOQs) must be submitted by the deadline at the location below: 

Submittal Deadline:  Monday, January 7, 2019 at 3:00 PM 

Address for Submission: Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
Attn:  Salian Garcia, Analyst 
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road 
Azusa, CA 91702 

Office Phone: (626) 815-1019

Facsimile or email submittals will not be considered. 
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Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
State of California 

San Gabriel & Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) 
 
The San Gabriel & Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (RMC) is requesting 
Statements of Qualifications (SOQ) from individual consultants and firms [hereafter referred as 
“Contractor(s)” or “Consultant(s)”], pursuant to Government Code §4525 et eq.  
 
CONSULTANT SERVICES RETAINER 
LOS ANGELES RIVER COMMUNITY RESTORATION & REVITALIZATION PROJECTS, 
INCLUDING GREEN INCUBATOR AND CULTURAL CENTER 
 
I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION - RETAINER AGREEMENT  
This solicitation is to establish retainer agreements with qualified consultants and/or firms to be 
used on as-needed basis by the RMC.  The successful contractor(s) may be awarded multi-year 
agreements on a fixed rate basis, and task orders to the Retainer Agreement Contract for 
specific projects will be prepared on an as needed basis.  The scope of services and total fee 
for individual task orders will be negotiated utilizing the rates specified in the Retainer 
Agreement.  The RMC does not guarantee that any work will be made under the agreements 
during the contract period to the selected firms(s).  
 
 
II. SCOPE OF SERVICES  
The successful contractor(s) shall provide professional consulting services on an as-needed 
basis for various projects within the Lower Los Angeles River region to support the Lower LA 
Revitalization Plan (AB 530), which can be found at lowerlariver.org.  Initial services will 
primarily focus on the Green Incubator and the Cultural Center and are likely to expand to other 
projects.  The RMC is interested in securing the services of one or more consultants and/or 
firms to provide specialized public outreach, legal, business and facility planning expertise 
unique to the Lower Los Angeles River.  LA river opportunity areas include engagement in open 
space, housing, income and economics, and related aspects of projects and programs that 
involve “green” services and products.   
 
Contractor(s) shall have competency in feasibility studies, identifying key risks and mitigation 
approaches, and ensuring incubator participants promote social cohesion, “green” and 
sustainable services and products, and are inclusive.  Contractor(s) shall have the ability to 
provide general services as well as expertise in fields logically associated with other 
professional services, which includes but is not limited to, land and/or building acquisitions, 
coordination and facilitation of stakeholders, and implementation of projects and plans with 
multi-jurisdictional involvement. 
 
The RMC territory covers the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles watersheds in 68 cities and 
portions of Los Angeles and Orange Counties, totaling 950,000 acres.  The Lower LA River 
Revitalization Plan encompasses areas within one mile on each side of the 19-mile river from 

Exhibit A Item 13

7

file://rmcsrv/rmc%20drive/PROP_1_Bonds_Funds/lowerlariver.org


2 
 

the City of Vernon to its outlet in the City of Long Beach, which includes unincorporated Los 
Angeles County communities and 14 Southeast LA cities.  The following maps represent both 
the RMC territory and section of the Lower LA River to which the Plan addresses.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rivers and Mountains Conservancy is a State agency whose mission is to preserve open 
space and habitat in order to provide for low-impact recreation and educational uses, wildlife 
habitat restoration and protection, and watershed improvements.  The RMC executes this 
mission either directly or through local assistance grants for wetland/watershed restoration, 
natural habitat and urban area enhancement, and public access and recreation projects.  The 
contractor will work under the direction of the Executive Officer and Project Analysts of the 
RMC, and with the respective representatives from various organizations including the Natural 
Resources Agency, County of Los Angeles, and project partners including consultants.  The 
retainer contract may also be used for projects within the geographical boundaries described 
above.  
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DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERTISE  
Each Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) should clearly delineate and address the contractor's 
relevant experience in urban river community projects.  The RMC is seeking professional 
contractor(s) that are prepared to provide a highly-qualified team or effectively collaborate with 
other contractors hired under this RFP or other RMC agreements experienced in public 
outreach, incubator and urban river improvement programs and projects.  Experience and 
expertise that is of importance in the selection of the respective firms for this contract includes, 
but is not limited to, one or more of the following areas:  
 

A. Knowledge of the Lower Los Angeles River and its Revitalization Plan: The 
contractor shall demonstrate a level of knowledge and expertise in understanding the 
Lower Los Angeles River’s urban environment, and the communities along and the 
relevant concerns of the communities and regulatory agencies.  The contractor may 
provide assistance in community presentations and assessment of the project's 
consistency with local plans and planning standards.  The consultant will provide 
services related to the land acquisition and planning, including support for land 
purchases recommended within the Lower LA River Revitalization Plan, planning-related 
applications and construction projects related to the Plan. 

 
B. Incubator Oversight and Contract Management, and Post-Incubation:  Contractor 

should be able to provide evaluations of incubator tenants’ projects.  This may involve 
preliminary business planning to help potential and early-stage small and medium-sized 
enterprises or entrepreneurs (including recent graduates, researchers, and inventors) to 
test the feasibility of their ideas and to develop a business plan.  Mentoring and 
networking support may be provided to execute incubator graduates’ business growth 
strategies.  
 
The Green Incubator project will serve as a base and catalyst for the implementation of 
the Plan by building capacity, providing coordination, and facilitating collaboration by and 
for all community stakeholders.  The Green Incubator will have the potential to provide 
funding for a river-adjacent, RMC managed site to support housing for: 

 
• A “green innovator-in-residence” entrepreneurship 
• A STEM/Citizen Scientists Academy for local youth 
• Local green and environmental justice non-profits 
 

 The RMC anticipates working collaboratively with educational partners from school 
 districts to universities, river advocates and coalitions, and social enterprise 
 organizations to articulate a program curriculum and schedule. 
 

C. Availability, Schedule, and Project Management: An important selection factor 
 is the availability of contractor and its staff and subcontractors, if any.  The RMC 
 recommends that the SOQ clearly delineate the person(s) that will be responsible for 
 directing the professional services team and their relevant experience in such a role. 
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Additional Desirable Qualifications:  
• Graphics - The contractor(s) should have expertise in assessing when and what 

graphics are needed in documents and public presentations and the ability to produce 
quality graphics for use in documents, outreach pamphlets, and in public presentations; 

• Knowledge of contemporary technologies and methodologies in green business; 
• Experience in implementing restoration and/or recreation projects and working with 

disadvantaged communities. 
 
These examples of professional and related expertise are only provided to assist each potential 
contractor in the formation of their respective team and/or disciplines.  Respondents are 
encouraged to clearly delineate the person(s) that will be responsible for being the lead contact 
with the RMC on such a contract and the availability of the firm to respond in a timely manner to 
service requests.  Finally, respondents are advised and encouraged to clearly state in their SOQ 
the specific individuals that will be principal team members for this project, their individual 
experience and expertise, and availability. 
 
 
III. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS  
Contractors that are interested in providing professional services for this contracting opportunity 
shall submit the following information in 8.5” x 11” format (11-point font or greater) with each of 
the numbered sections collated in a separate tab. Contractors shall ensure that their written 
responses indicate how they meet the Selection Criteria listed below.  
 
Submit two (2) sets of the following:  
 
 1. Letter of Interest that includes the Federal Identification Number (if applicable) of  
  the firm as well as the person authorized to negotiate and sign all agreements.  
  i) A completed STD 204 Vendor Date Record should be submitted with an  
  original signature.  The current version of the form is available here. 
 
 2. Executive Summary (2 pages preferred). 
 
 3. A resume of the contractor(s) and for any proposed sub-contractors.  The   
  resume should include each individual’s proposed project assignment and  
  responsibilities, their specific professional experience related to this assignment,  
  and their current work assignment(s) and projected completion dates. 
 

4. Written statement of the contractor(s)’s qualifications that is responsive to the 
selection criteria below.  Contractors shall respond in writing indicating how they 
believe their qualifications fulfill the requirements of these criteria.  Contractors 
must respond to each numbered criterion with complete and organized 
responses. 
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 5. Additional Required Documents: 
 

a. Current Statement of Information (can be obtained on the California Secretary 
of State’s website here).  If operating under a fictitious business name, provide all 
supporting documentation (i.e. fictitious business name statement certified by the 
appropriate county clerk).  
 
b. If applicable, proof of current certification from the DGS Office of Small 
Business and  Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise Services (OSDS).  This 
information can be obtained here. 

  c. Completed and signed California Civil Rights Laws Attachment, available here.  

  d. Darfur Contracting Act Certification.  This form can be found here.  

  e. Iran Contracting Act Certification.  This form can be found here.  
 

g. The Bidder’s Declaration Form (GSPD-05-105, which can be found here).  
This form documents subcontracted services.  

 
h. Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise Declarations Form (STD 843, which can 
be found here).  This form documents compliance with requirements set forth in 
the Military and Veterans Code and is required to be completed for each 
Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise.  

 
The State encourages Small Businesses and Disabled Veteran Business Enterprises to 
apply.  If you feel you (if an individual), your company or your subcontractor qualifies as either, 
you may go here for more information or call OSDS at (916) 375-4940 for further information.  
Please note that no preference in the qualifications category can be given to Small Business 
firms under the contracting law set up for professional services contracts (Architectural, 
Engineering, Environmental Services, etc.).  
 
 
IV. SUBMISSION INFORMATION AND DEADLINE 
Documents shall be received no later than Monday, January 7, 2019 at 3:00 PM.  Documents 
shall be submitted to:  
 

Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
Attn:  Salian Garcia, Analyst 

100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road 
Azusa, CA 91702 

 
Facsimile or email submittals will not be considered. 
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V. SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
1. Professional experience of the firm in relation to the work to be performed – list each person 
with their role and office location for all staff identified as a part of this proposal (identify staff of 
sub-consultants similarly but separately).  15% 
 
2. Professional experience of the principals to be assigned to the project – list the Principals to 
be assigned to and involved with the project.  10%  
 
3. Professional experience and training of key personnel – list staff education, certification and 
training.  10%  
 
4. Demonstrated competence and specialized experience of contractor.  15% 
 
5. Nature and quality of completed work.  10%  
 
6. Reliability of firm and continuity of proposed contractor’s staff and sub-consultants with 
contractor.  10%  
 
7. Contractor’s workload and demonstrated ability to meet schedules.  10%  
 
8. Location of contractor’s office(s) for project coordination and services.  5%  
 
9. Demonstrated ability of coordinating and working with various governmental subdivisions, 
jurisdictions and municipalities.  15%    
 
Consultant team shall be comprised of all disciplines necessary to effectively provide essential 
and ancillary services for the work described for the project.  
 
 
VI. CONTRACT ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESS  
Consultants will be selected for interview on the basis of written responses to this RFQ.  
Submittals will be evaluated and scored based upon the above selection criteria for those firms 
who have complied with the minimum qualification requirements.  Typically, firms with the 
highest scores will be selected for the “short list.”  These contractors may be invited for an oral 
presentation on qualifications and experience. 
  
Upon completion of all interviews, a list will be compiled of one or more consultants and/or firms 
whose services will be utilized under the services described herein, dependent on the desired 
tasks and project.  The selected contractors will be asked to submit a fee proposal specifying 
the hourly rates for specific classifications of employees, subcontractors, and/or services to be 
provided.  The RMC and each contractor will enter into negotiations to create fixed rates.  In the 
event that a satisfactory agreement cannot be negotiated, the RMC will terminate negotiations 
with that contractor and begin negotiations with the next ranked contractor, and so on.  After 
successful negotiations, a contract will be awarded and executed.  The State and RMC do not 
guarantee the amount of services being requested.  
 
The State and RMC reserves the right to terminate the selection proceedings at any time.  
 
See Public Contract Code § 6106.5 (e) for further requirements pertaining to sub-consultants.  
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VII. LABOR COMPLIANCE MONITORING & ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM - CONTRACTOR 
REGISTRATION  
Pursuant to Labor Code § 1725.5, contractors must register with the Department of Industrial 
Relations (DIR) as a Public Works Contractor to bid on, be listed in a bid proposal or engage in 
the performance of any public works contract.  The application also provides agencies that 
administer public works programs with a searchable database of qualified contractors.  
Application and renewal are completed online here.  The current annual fee is $400 and the 
registration period coincides with the fiscal year.  
 
All A&E contractors and subcontractors shall be required to comply with the Monitoring and 
Enforcement Program, including, but not limited to, contractor registration, submittal of 
electronic certified payroll reports directly to the DIR as applicable and cooperation with on-site 
monitoring by DIR personnel if the work performed is covered by prevailing wage laws.  Not all 
work performed by an A&E Firm or its subcontractors are covered by prevailing wage laws.  
Refer to Labor Code § 1771.4 et seq. or visit the Prevailing Wage Requirements page of the 
DIR website here.  
 
 
VIII. PREVAILING WAGES  
Pursuant to Labor Code Section § 1774, the Contractor and any subcontractors, regardless of 
tier, shall pay not less than the specified prevailing wage rates to all workers employed in the 
execution of the Contract.  
 
Copies of the prevailing rate of per diem wages are on file at the Department of General 
Services, which shall be made available to all interested parties.  Additionally, these prevailing 
wage rates are available on the DIR website here.  
 
This project is subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by the Department of General 
Services, and audit by the Department of Finance.  
 
 
IX. QUESTIONS  
All project and contract related questions and questions regarding the submission of RFQs 
should be directed to Salian Garcia, Associate Governmental Program Analyst at (626) 815-
1019 x110 or sgarcia@rmc.ca.gov.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

END OF DOCUMENT 
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Scorer's Signature:

Knowledge of the Lower Los Angeles River and its Revitalization Plan Incubator Oversight and Contract Management, and Post-Incubation / Cultural Center Availability, Schedule, and Project Management

SELECTION CRITERIA
Max Points Per 

Qualification

The contractor shall demonstrate a level of knowledge and expertise in understanding 
the Lower Los Angeles River’s urban environment, and the communities along and the 
relevant concerns of the communities and regulatory agencies. The contractor may 
provide assistance in community presentations and assessment of the project's 
consistency with local plans and planning standards. The consultant will provide 
services related to the land acquisition and planning, including support for land 
purchases recommended within the Lower LA River Revitalization Plan, planning-related 
applications and construction projects related to the Plan.

Contractor should be able to provide evaluations of incubator tenants’ projects. This 
may involve preliminary business planning to help potential and early-stage small and 
medium-sized enterprises or entrepreneurs (including recent graduates, researchers, 
and inventors) to test the feasibility of their ideas and to develop a business plan. 
Mentoring and networking support may be provided to execute incubator graduates’ 
business growth strategies.

Cultural Center needs include but not limited to architectural and engineering services, 
land acquisition, public outreach, green infrastructure, and feasibility studies.

An important selection factor is the availability of contractor and its staff and 
subcontractors, if any. The RMC recommends that the SOQ clearly delineate the 
person(s) that will be responsible for directing the professional services team and their 
relevant experience in such a role.

Professional experience of the firm in relation to the 
work to be performed – list each person with their 
role and office location for all staff identified as a 
part of this proposal

15
Professional experience of the principals to be 
assigned to the project – list the Principals to be 
assigned to and involved with the project

10
Professional experience and training of key 
personnel – list staff education, certification and 
training

10
Demonstrated competence and specialized 
experience of contractor

15
Nature and quality of completed work

10
Reliability of firm and continuity of proposed 
contractor’s staff and sub-consultants with 
contractor

10
Contractor’s workload and demonstrated ability to 
meet schedules

10
Location of contractor’s office(s) for project 
coordination and services

5
Demonstrated ability of coordinating and working 
with various governmental subdivisions, 
jurisdictions and municipalities

15

TOTAL POINTS 100 (a) (b) Add Points from (a), (b), and (c):

Additional Desirable Qualifications: Comments on Additional Desirable Qualifications (do not score):

• Knowledge of contemporary technologies and methodologies in green business;
• Experience in implementing restoration and/or recreation projects and working with disadvantaged communities.

• Graphics - The contractor(s) should have expertise in assessing when and what graphics are needed in documents and public presentations and the ability to
produce quality graphics for use in documents, outreach pamphlets, and in public presentations;

RFQ Los Angeles River Community Restoration & Revitalization Projects, including Green Incubator and Cultural Center
SCORE SHEET

Proposer:

For each "Desirable Qualification" and "Selection Criteria," provide a score and any comments in the corresponding box. On a scale of 1 (low) to 10 (high), please score the proposer in this category and add 
any commentsDesirable Qualifications and Expertise

Points and comments, if any: (c)
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April 29, 2019 – Item 13 
 

RESOLUTION 2019-13 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES 
RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY (RMC) APPROVING THE 

CONSULTANT SERVICES RETAINER FOR THE LOS ANGELES 
RIVER COMMUNITY RESTORATION & REVITALIZATION PROJECTS, 

INCLUDING GREEN INCUBATOR AND CULTURAL CENTER 
 

WHEREAS, the legislature has found and declared that the San Gabriel River and its tributaries, 
the Lower Los Angeles River and its tributaries, and the San Gabriel Mountains, Puente Hills, 
and San Jose Hills constitute a unique and important open space, environmental, 
anthropological, cultural, scientific, educational, recreational, scenic, and wildlife resource that 
should be held in trust to be preserved and enhanced for the enjoyment of, and appreciation by, 
present and future generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of California has authorized an expenditure of funds from Proposition 1, 
the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 to the San Gabriel and 
Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy for capital outlay and local assistance 
multi-benefit grants for ecosystem and watershed protection and restoration projects; and  
 
WHERAS, the State of California has authorized an expenditure of funds from Proposition 68, 
the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access for All 
Act of 2018 to the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy for 
capital outlay and local assistance for multibenefit grants for ecosystem and watershed 
protection and restoration projects, to create and improve parks and recreation areas, wildlife 
and ecological areas, trails, and natural areas, and greening urban areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of California has authorized an expenditure of local assistance funds 
enacted in the Budget Act of 2018 (Senate Bill No. 840) to the San Gabriel and Lower Los 
Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy for local assistance for the Los Angeles River 
Community Restoration and Revitalization Projects; and, 
  
WHEREAS, the RMC may award grants to local public agencies, state agencies, federal 
agencies, and nonprofit organizations for the purposes of Division 22.8 the Public Resources 
Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, the RMC issued a Request for Qualifications (RFP) to establish a list of individual 
consultants and firms to provide professional consulting and/or contracting services to support 
the Los Angeles River Community Restoration & Revitalization Projects, including Green 
Incubator and Cultural Center; and 
 
WHEREAS, this action is exempt from the environmental impact report requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and NOW 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the RMC hereby: 
 
1 FINDS that this action is consistent with the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers 

and Mountains Conservancy Act and is necessary to carry out the purposes and 
objectives of Division 22.8 of the Public Resources Code. 
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Resolution No. 2019-13 
 

2 FINDS that this action is consistent with the Lower Los Angeles River Working Group and 
Lower Los Angeles Revitalization Plan and is necessary to carry out the purposes and 
objectives of Division 22.8 of the Public Resources Code, relating to the Los Angeles 
River. 

3 FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental 
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

4 ADOPTS the staff report dated April 29, 2019. 

5 AUTHORIZES the RMC to enter negotiations with the approved list of consultants and 
contractors established from the Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for consultant and/or 
contracting services for the Los Angeles River Community Restoration & Revitalization 
Projects, including Green Incubator and Cultural Center. 

 
~ End of Resolution ~ 

 
 
Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS 
CONSERVANCY on April 29, 2019. 
 

 
Motion _______________________ Second: _______________________ 
 
 
Ayes: _________ Nays: ____________ Abstentions: _____________ 
 

 
 
 
 

  ____________________________ 
  Frank Colonna, Chair 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: ___________________________ 
  David Edsall  
  Deputy Attorney General 
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