
 

 
 

DATE: January 28, 2019 
 
TO: Rivers and Mountains Conservancy Governing Board 
 
FROM: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer  
 
SUBJECT: Item 9A: Legislative 
 
 
Legislative Update    
   
For full text and history of bills and initiatives, visit these web sites:  
State Bills:           http://www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/ 
Federal Bills:       https://www.congress.gov 
 

Current as of 1/08/19 
  
The following is the status of legislative bills that have been introduced in the current session by 
Senate, both State and Federal, Assembly and House Representatives potentially of interest to the 
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy. Bills can be tracked on the legislative website: 
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/ 
 
 
 
STATE BILLS 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
 
AB 65 (Petrie-Norris D) Coastal Protection: Climate Adaptation Project Prioritization 
Introduced: 12/3/2018, Status: Waiting for committee assignment 
  
Summary: The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor Access 
for All Act of 2018, approved by the voters at the June 5, 2018, statewide primary direct election as 
Proposition 68, authorizes the issuance of bonds in the amount of $4,000,000,000 for financing a 
drought, water, parks, climate, coastal protection, and outdoor access for all program. The act 
authorizes, upon appropriation by the Legislature, $40,000,000 of those bond funds for projects that 
assist coastal communities, including those reliant on commercial fisheries, with adaption to climate 
change, including projects that address ocean acidification, sea level rise, or habitat restoration and 
protection, among other things. Among other items, this bill would require specified things of the 
State Coastal Conservancy when it allocates any funding appropriated pursuant to the act, including 
that it prioritize projects that use natural infrastructure to help adapt to climate change.  
 
Hence, for possible collaborative projects between WCA and the State Coastal Conservancy subject 
to the $40 million contained in Proposition 68 for the conservancy, projects must incorporate natural 
infrastructure such as earthen embankment and shoring, raised or elevated trail improvements to 
avoid sea level rise and inundation.  

 
  

http://www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
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SB 45 (Allen D) Wildfire, Drought, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020 
Introduced: 12/3/2018, Status: Waiting for committee assignment 
 
Summary: This bill would enact the Wildfire, Drought, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020, which, 
if approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an unspecified amount pursuant 
to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects to restore fire damaged areas, reduce 
wildfire risk, create healthy forest and watersheds, reduce climate impacts on urban areas and 
vulnerable populations, protect water supply and water quality, protect rivers, lakes, and streams, 
reduce flood risk, protect fish and wildlife from climate impacts, improve climate resilience of 
agricultural lands, and protect coastal lands and resources.  
 
The author’s office describes this bill as a follow up to last year’s SB 1015 (Allen), an effort to create 
a program to underwrite climate resiliency and adaption with the state’s ten conservancies including 
the RMC.  
 
FEDERAL BILLS 
 

PUBLIC LANDS 
  

Summary: S.3704 — 115th Congress (2017-2018 

Introduced in Senate (12/05/2018) By: Senator Kamala Harris (D-CA) 

San Gabriel Mountains Foothills and Rivers Protection Act 

This bill establishes the San Gabriel National Recreation Area in California, establishes the San 
Gabriel National Recreation Area Public Advisory Council and the San Gabriel National Recreation 
Area Partnership, modifies the boundaries of the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument in 
California, designates specified National Forest System lands in Angeles National Forest in 
California as components of the National Wilderness Preservation System, and designates 
specified river segments in California as components of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System. 
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