
DATE: January 28, 2019 

TO: RMC Governing Board 

FROM: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 

SUBJECT: Item 18: Consideration of a resolution approving a grant to the County of Los 
Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation for the Walnut Park Acquisition (RMC 
18007) 

PROGRAM AREA:   Urban 

PROJECT TYPE:     Acquisition  

JURISDICTION:      Unincorporated Los Angeles County, Walnut Park (SD1) 

PROJECT MANAGER:  Marybeth Vergara 

RECOMMENDATION: That the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
(RMC) approve a Proposition 1 Grant to the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation 
for the Walnut Park Acquisition, consisting of a total 0.5-acre parcels:  APN 6201-028-014, 6201-028-
016, and 6201-028-018, for the creation of a new pocket park located in the Walnut Park community, in 
the amount of $1,265,000.  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

Project: Walnut Park Acquisition (RMC 18007) 

Applicant: County of Los Angeles Dept. of Parks and Recreation 

Program area: Urban 

Amount requested: $1,265,000 

Amount recommended for funding: $1,265,000 

URBAN LANDS PROJECT EVALUATION CRITERIA SUMMARY 

Factor Project Score 

Total Possible 

Points 

1. Restore River Parkways 5 8 

2. Urban Land Value 13 17 

3. Water Sustainability/Water Storage/Water Infrastructure 5 8 

4. Habitat and Restoration Resource Values 4 7 

5. Matching Funds 4 8 

6. Environmental Justice and Disadvantaged Communities 29 31 

7. Project Readiness 4 5 

8. Stakeholders/Partners Resource Value 7 9 

9. Stewardship and Management Plan Value 4 5 

10. Educational/Interpretive Signage 2 2 

TOTAL POINTS 77 100 
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• Exhibit A: Timeline
• Exhibit B: Budget
• Exhibit C: Letter of Intent
• Exhibit D: Property Appraisal
• Exhibit E: Conceptual Design Plan
• Exhibit F: RMC Prop 1 Round 2 Applicants

The County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation proposes a land acquisition project in 

the unincorporated community of Walnut Park, located approximately 5 miles south of Downtown Los 

Angeles and approximately 3 miles from the Los Angeles River. This acquisition will remove a potential 

nuisance property from the community and expand parkland by acquiring three parcels: APN 6201-028-

014, 6201-028-016, and 6201-028-018, totaling an area of approximately 0.5 acres, which are currently 

vacant but are located within a highly desirable location due to its development potential.  

This grant request is time sensitive and a delay in funding to acquire the 0.5 acres of vacant land known 
as the Walnut Park Acquisition, will result in a lost opportunity for the County of Los Angeles Department 
of Parks and Recreation to acquire, restore, develop and enhance this area.  A delay in funding will also 
result in a lost opportunity to apply for future development funds through the State of California, and other 
public and private funding sources.  The acquisition of this parcel will result in the creation of a new pocket 
park in the Walnut Park community which will include water quality infrastructure improvements, native 
and drought tolerant plants, a walking path, fitness equipment and related improvements throughout the 
proposed pocket park development consistent with the community feedback received during the Walnut 
Park Community Plan process completed by County DPR in February 2016. 

The project is consistent with the RMC Inclusion of Environmental Justice Policy approved by the Board 
at its November 2014 meeting. The concept of Environmental justice is designed to give people of all 
races and incomes equal access to open space and a healthier quality of life. Environmental justice 
communities where environmental justice principles are commonly identified as those where residents 
are predominantly minorities and low-income; and where residents are at a disadvantage because they 
are exposed to negative environmental influences that are barriers to their health and well-being, and in 
some instances, have been excluded from the decision making process in relation to their built 
environment. This environmental justice policy aims at addressing the environmental inequities and lack 
of access in the communities within the RMC’s jurisdiction. 

If approved, the acquisition will take place immediately in February 2019 and assuming there are no 
delays, it is anticipated to be completed no later than March 2019. However, to allow for additional due 
diligence requirements and final grant close-out, the grant period will continue through December 2019.  

BACKGROUND: Established in 1944, County Department of Parks and Recreation is the largest local 
park agency in the State and serves the most populous county in the nation, with more than 10 million 
residents. The Walnut Park Community Plan (equivalent to a City Plan) was completed by County DPR 
in February 2016, with the input and engagement of many resident and park users who contributed time 
and creativity during various community outreach activities. The Plan offers green space vision and 
identifies specific opportunities to create new parks and recreational facilities in the communities. The 
WP site is a key opportunity site identified in the WP Community Plan as a potential location for parkland 
expansion in the Walnut Park community. In addition, the project is identified a priority project in the 
regional Los Angeles Countywide Comprehensive Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment (LA County 
Needs Assessment), which was adopted by the Board of Supervisors in February 2016. The outreach 
process included surveys, focus groups, stakeholder interviews, a community workshop, a community 
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visioning and design workshop, a youth activity, and a community tour. Community members identified 
the WP site as a key opportunity site for a new park in large part because it is centrally located and is 
currently vacant. As part of the community visioning and design workshop, a conceptual pocket park plan 
was developed with public input. See Exhibit E- Conceptual Design Plan.  
 
The Walnut Park Acquisition project will primarily serve residents and visitors of the unincorporated area 
of Walnut Park with potential visitors from the neighboring communities of Huntington Park, Florence-
Firestone, and South Gate. According to the 2010 US Census, approximately 16,000 residents live in the 
0.75 square miles that define the unincorporated Walnut Park area.  
 
As the property has recently become available for purchase, County DPR requests $1,265,000 for the 
acquisition to complete the purchase of the Walnut Park site and related acquisition costs. As part of the 
acquisition process, County DPR has already secured the Title Report, Phase 1 Environmental Site 
Analysis, and appraisal.  The appraisal that was conducted for these properties, identified by a street 
address of 2614 Hope Street and 2603-2611 Grand Avenue, has a market value of $1,240,000 (APN 
6201-028-014, 6201-028-016, and 6201-028-018). The additional grant request of $25,000 will go 
towards the additional closing costs (escrow, recording fee) and surveying of the site. Matching funds 
from Proposition A, provided by the Regional Parks and Open Space District (RPOSD) in the amount of 
$300,000 have been provided to cover the cost of additional design, community outreach, development 
and to further develop a competitive grant proposal for public grants including the Statewide Park 
Program, funded through Proposition 68. In addition, once the property is acquired, LA County Parks will 
seek additional matching funds for the park development from public and private sources including State, 
and local grant programs, including Measure A.  
 
The Walnut Park Acquisition Project was submitted as part of the Proposition 1 Grant Program, Round 
2, submitted by the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation on December 17, 2018.  
Out of a total 13 grant applications, this project is the only acquisition request. The remaining grant 
requests include design/build, planning and development. The County has completed the required due 
diligence actions to purchase this site, staff is recommending approval of this grant request.   The total 
grant amount available for this grant round is $10 million dollars. See Exhibit F which provides a list all 
the Proposition 1, Round 2 applicants. 
 
FISCAL INFORMATION: This grant will award a grant to the County of Los Angeles Department of Parks  
and Recreation in the amount of $1,265,000 for the acquisition of a 0.5-acre vacant parcel consisting of 
three vacant lots (APN 6201-028-014, 6201-028-016, and 6201-028-018) for the creation of a new pocket 
park located in the Walnut Park community. The appraised value of the parcels total $1,240,000. The  
additional grant request of $25,000 will go towards the additional closing costs (escrow, recording fee), 
approximately $10,000, and surveying of the site for an approximate cost of $15,000. RMC Staff 
recommends funding a total grant amount of $1,265,000 from section 79731. 
 
Funding for this process will be allocated from the following statute of Proposition 1. 
 
Chapter 188, Statutes of 2014, AB-1471 Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 
2014, Chapter 6, Section 79730, 79735 (a) of the funds authorized by one hundred million dollars 
($100,000,000) shall be available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for projects to protect and 
enhance an urban creek, as defined in subdivision (e) of Section 7048, and its tributaries pursuant to 
Division 22.8 (commencing with Section 79508. 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY AND RMC ADOPTED POLICIES/AUTHORITIES: The Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy (RMC) statute provides in part that:  
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Section 32602:  There is in the Resources Agency, the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy, which is created as a state agency for the following purposes: 

 
(a) To acquire and manage public lands within the Lower Los Angeles River and San Gabriel River 

watersheds, and to provide open-space, low-impact recreational and educational uses, water 
conservation, watershed improvement, wildlife and habitat restoration and protection, and 
watershed improvement within the territory. 

(b) To preserve the San Gabriel River and the Lower Los Angeles River consistent with existing and 
adopted river and flood control projects for the protection of life and property. 

(c) To acquire open-space lands within the territory of the conservancy. 
 

Section 32604:  The conservancy shall do all of the following: 
(a) Establish policies and priorities for the conservancy regarding the San Gabriel River and the 

Lower Los Angeles River, and their watersheds, and conduct any necessary planning activities, 
in accordance with the purposes set forth in Section 32602. 

(b) Approve conservancy funded projects that advance the policies and priorities set forth in Section 
32602. 

(d) To provide for the public's enjoyment and enhancement of recreational and educational 
experiences on public lands in the San Gabriel Watershed and Lower Los Angeles River, and the 
San Gabriel Mountains in a manner consistent with the protection of lands and resources in those 
watersheds. 

 
Section 32614:   The conservancy may do all of the following: 

(b) Enter into contracts with any public agency, private entity, or person necessary for the proper 
discharge of the conservancy's duties, and enter into a joint powers agreement with a public 
agency, in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Section 32602. 

(e) Enter into any other agreement with any public agency, private entity, or person necessary for the 
proper discharge of the conservancy's duties for the purposes set forth in Section 32602. 

(f) Recruit and coordinate volunteers and experts to conduct interpretive and recreational programs 
and assist with construction projects and the maintenance of parkway facilities. 

 
Further, Section 32614 provides that:  The conservancy may do all of the following: 

(g) Undertake, within the territory, site improvement projects, regulate public access, and revegetate 
and otherwise rehabilitate degraded areas, in consultation with any other public agency with 
appropriate jurisdiction and expertise, in accordance with the purposes set forth in Section 32602.  
The conservancy may also, within the territory, upgrade deteriorating facilities and construct new 
facilities as needed for outdoor recreation, nature appreciation and interpretation, and natural 
resources projection.  The conservancy may undertake those projects by itself or in conjunction 
with another local agency; however, the conservancy shall provide overall coordination of those 
projects by setting priorities for the projects and by ensuring a uniform approach to projects.  The 
conservancy may undertake those projects with prior notification to the legislative body of the 
local agency that has jurisdiction in the area in which the conservancy proposes to undertake that 
activity. 

 
Section 32614.5: 

   
(a) The conservancy may award grants to local public agencies, state agencies, federal agencies, 

and nonprofit organizations for the purposes of this division. 
(b) Grants to nonprofit organizations for the acquisition of real property or interests in real property 

shall be subject to all of the following conditions: 
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(1) The purchase price of any interest in land acquired by the nonprofit organization may not 
exceed fair market value as established by an appraisal approved by the conservancy. 

(2) The conservancy approves the terms under which the interest in land is acquired. 
(3) The interest in land acquired pursuant to a grant from the conservancy may not be used as 

security for any debt incurred by the nonprofit organization unless the conservancy approves 
the transaction. 

(4) The transfer of land acquired pursuant to a grant shall be subject to the approval of the 
conservancy and the execution of an agreement between the conservancy and the transferee 
sufficient to protect the interests of the state. 

(5) The state shall have a right of entry and power of termination in and over all interests in real 
property acquired with state funds, which may be exercised if any essential term or condition 
of the grant is violated. 

(6) If the existence of the nonprofit organization is terminated for any reason, title to all interest in 
real property acquired with state funds shall immediately vest in the state, except that, prior 
to that termination, another public agency or nonprofit organization may receive title to all or 
a portion of that interest in real property, by recording its acceptance of title, together with the 
conservancy's approval, in writing. 

 
(c) Any deed or other instrument of conveyance whereby real property is acquired by a nonprofit 

organization pursuant to this section shall be recorded and shall set forth the executor interest or 
right of entry on the part of the state. 

 
RMC Resolution 2015-19 approved guidelines consistent with the Proposition 1 bond language;  
RMC Resolution 2016-05 approved review of forty-four grant applications submitted for the Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy Proposition 1 Grant Program; RMC Resolution 2016-13 approved the RMC 
Proposition 1 (2015) Tier 1 and Tier 2 Grant Recommendations; RMC Resolution 2016-23 approved the 
RMC Proposition 1 Grant Program (2015) Tier 1 and Tier 2 Grant Recommendations and authorized 
grant distributions of $20,261,564.  
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Task List and Timeline 

WALNUT PARK ACQUISITION PROJECT/ County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation 

Project Task Detail by Project Phase 

PHASE 1 

1a Acquisition 

Title Report 
Phase I ESA (Review only) 
ClosinQ 
Appraisal 
Surveying 
Purchase and Sale Agreement 

1 b Site Clean-Up and Security 

2a Community Outreach, Design, and Development 

Other 

Board Letter 
Grant Closeout 
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Exhibit E- Conceptual Design 
Plan 
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available 10,000,000$         

# Applicant Project Description  Project Type Grant Request

1 Amigo de los Rios
Emerald Necklace San Gabriel River 
Habitat Restoration

Implement next phase of Emerald Necklace Habitat Restoration, 
Urban Forestry, and Green Infrastructure between Live Oak Ave 
and Peck Road Design/Build 1,117,588$           

2 Amigo de los Rios
Monrovia USD Campus Green 
Infrastructure Development Project

Complete two Joint‐Use 'Green Infrastructure transformation 
projects' at Santa Fe Middle School and Plymouth Elementary 
School.   Design/Build 609,693$              

3 Amigo de los Rios
Pasadena USD Campus Green 
Infrastructure Development

Complete two school campus 'Green Infrastructure transformation 
projects' at Jackson STEM Magnet Academy and Franklin 
Elementary School. Design/Build 600,698$              

4 Camp Fire Angeles
Shiwaka Urban Forest Restoration and 
Landscape Development

Final phase of landscape development and restoration for this 
urban forest and includes redevelopment of existing ampitheater Development 1,931,462$           

5 City of Artesia
Historic District Recreational Trails (HDRT) 
Development Project

Development of a new passive recreation trail that consist of 
drought tolerant native plants, an infiltration trench, and 
permeable concrete paving Development 258,969$              

6 City of Glendora
Finkbiner Park Multi‐Benefit Improvement 
Project

Create a 2.3 acre‐feet underground stormwater vault located 
underneath a sports field that will capture, treat, and reuse runoff 
from stormdrain channels Design/Build 4,429,557$           

7 City of Hawaiian Gardens
Artesia/Norwalk Drainage Channel Urban 
Trail/Park Watershed Improvement Project

Replace an existing open drainage channel with a box culvert to 
capture/infiltrate stormwater; install two stormwater treatment 
centers; construct linear park above culvert; trails and open space Planning 2,495,000$           

8 City of Lynwood
Fernwood Ave. Development & Water 
Quality Improvements

Create new accessible 'linear park' and public open space totaling 
1.56 acres of underutilized space Design/Build 1,272,268$           

9 City of Santa Clarita

Development of Canyon Country 
Community Cente Regional Infiltration 
BMP Project

a stormwater infiltration project underneath the two of three 
parking lots (7.5 acre‐feet); connectivity between new community 
space and River Trail Development 1,120,521$           

10 County Parks and Rec Walnut Park Acquisition Project
Will acquire approx. 0.5 acres of vacant land for pocket park in 
Walnut Park community Acquisition 1,265,000$           

11 LAC DPW
Adventure Park Multi‐benefit Stormwater 
Capture Project

Create a 20 acre‐feet underground stormwater vault located 
underneath a sports field that will capture, treat, and reuse runoff 
from stormdrain channels.   Project is located in Unincorpated LAC 
south of Whittier Development 2,000,000$           

12 TPL
Central‐Jefferson High Green Alley Multi‐
benefit Stormwater Project

An alley renovation which will include stormwater BMP and 
drywell capture, tree planting, & porous pavement Development 645,362$              

13 WCA
East Fork Sustainability River Access 
Project

River access improvement located along the East Fork San Gabriel 
River within the ANF/SGMNM. Development 1,730,000$           

TOTAL 19,476,118$        

Prop 1 Round 2 applicants
Received by: 12/17/18
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January 28, 2019 – Item 18 
 

RESOLUTION 2019-09 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES 
RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY (RMC) APPROVING A 
GRANT TO THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF 

PARKS AND RECREATION FOR THE WALNUT PARK 
ACQUISITION (RMC 18007) 

 
WHEREAS, The legislature has found and declared that the San Gabriel River and its 
tributaries, the Lower Los Angeles River and its tributaries, and the San Gabriel Mountains, 
Puente Hills, and San Jose Hills constitute a unique and important open space, 
environmental, anthropological, cultural, scientific, educational, recreational, scenic, and 
wildlife resource that should be held in trust to be preserved and enhanced for the enjoyment 
of, and appreciation by, present and future generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, The people of the State of California have enacted the Water Quality, Supply, 
and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (“Proposition 1”) and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of California has authorized an expenditure of funds from Proposition 
1, the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 to the San Gabriel 
and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy for capital outlay and local 
assistance multi-benefit grants for ecosystem and watershed protection and restoration 
projects; and  
  
WHEREAS, The RMC may award grants to local public agencies, state agencies, federal 
agencies, and nonprofit organizations for the purposes of Division 22.8 the Public Resources 
Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project meets an objective of the California Water Action Plan for 
more reliable water supplies, restoration of important species and habitat, more resilient and 
sustainably managed water infrastructure; and 
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project meets the goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
consistent with AB 32; and  
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project is consistent with the San Gabriel and Los Angeles River 
Watershed and Open Space Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, The proposed project protects land and water resources; and 
 
WHEREAS, The grantee has requested a grant from Proposition 1, Section 79731 (f) or 
Section 79735 (a) of the Water Code; and 
 
This action is exempt from the environmental impact report requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and NOW 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the RMC hereby: 
 
1 FINDS that this action is consistent with the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers 

and Mountains Conservancy Act and is necessary to carry out the purposes and 
objectives of Division 22.8 of the Public Resources Code. 

2 FINDS that the Proposition 1 RMC Grant Program is consistent with the Water Quality, 
Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (“Proposition 1”), which provides 
funds for the RMC grant program. 



Resolution No. 2019-09 
3 FINDS the proposed project meets at least one of the purposes of Proposition 1. 

4 FINDS the proposed project meets at least one of the three objectives of the California 
Water Action Plan. 

5 FINDS that the proposed action is consistent with the San Gabriel and Lower San 
Gabriel and Los Angeles River Watershed and Open Space Plan as adopted by the 
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy; 

6 FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the 
environmental impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

7 ADOPTS the staff report dated January 28, 2019. 

8 AUTHORIZES a grant of Proposition 1 funds in the amount of $1,265,000 to the County 
of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation for the Walnut Park Acquisition 
Project (RMC 18007). 

~ End of Resolution ~ 
 
 

 
 
 
Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS 
CONSERVANCY on January 28, 2019. 
 

 
 

 
 

Motion _______________________ Second: _______________________ 
 
 
Ayes: _________ Nays: ____________ Abstentions: _____________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  ____________________________ 
  Frank Colonna, Chair 
 
 
 
 

ATTEST: ___________________________ 
  David Edsall, Jr. 
  Deputy Attorney General 
 




