
DATE:  September 28, 2015 
 
TO:    RMC Governing Board 
 
FROM: Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
 
SUBJECT: Item 12: Consideration of a resolution approving a grant amendment to 

extend the timeline for the Rosemead San Gabriel Pocket Parks in the City 
of Rosemead (RMC10002). 

  
PROGRAM AREA:  Urban Lands 
 
PROJECT TYPE:   Planning/Development 
 
JURISDICTION:   City of Rosemead 
 
PROJECT MANAGER:  Luz Quinnell 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains 
Conservancy (RMC) Board authorizes a grant agreement to extend the term of the agreement for 
the implementation of the Rosemead San Gabriel Pocket Parks through June 30, 2017.  
 
PROJECT’S DESCRIPTION: This project provides new development of vacant parcel(s), located 
in a dense urban area within the City of Rosemead. The parcels are within a Southern California 
Edison Right of Way. The grant includes a 1) a lease agreement with Southern California Edison 
and once the lease is approved, 2) planning, environmental documentation and construction. The 
amenities include native landscaping, walking trails, and interpretive kiosks, please see Exhibit 
C, Design Plans. 
 
BACKGROUND: The City of Rosemead (City) was awarded a grant (RMC10002) in the amount 
of $548,340 for the Rosemead San Gabriel Pocket Parks in 2010. The Rosemead San Gabriel 
Pocket Park Project will provide new urban passive recreation and park space for a dense 
residential neighborhood. The project is located within an existing Southern California Edison 
(SCE) right-of-way, north of Graves Avenue and west of San Gabriel Boulevard in the City of 
Rosemead. The City of Rosemead will develop three pocket parks on three vacant parcels and 
amenities will include native riparian landscaping, walking trails, interpretive kiosks and passive 
recreational facilities.  
 
Understanding that the period of the grant agreement with RMC expired in June of this year, the 
City of Rosemead (City) is requesting an extension of the grant through June 30, 2017 given 
reason activity, please see Exhibit A, City of Rosemead grant extension request letter. The City 
is seeking an extension given it continues to work with SCE for design approvals. The City has 
previously requested and has received RMC Board approval to extend the grant agreement, once 
for FY2013-14 and again in FY2014-15; these extensions were also approved given the City faced 
difficulties in getting its proposed design approved by SCE. The City has been required to submit 
six different design iterations through five different SCE project representatives in the past year. 
In addition, the City has conducted numerous meetings with various departments of SCE in an 
effort to receive approval from SCE and eventually from the California Public Utilities Commission. 
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In January of this year, SCE representatives indicated that the necessary 851 filing form for the 
City’s application with the California Public Utilities Commission was imminent. However, shortly 
thereafter, SCE notified the City of residential encroachments that required further permits. The 
City hired surveyors and provided SCE with all documents necessary for the permits. SCE officials 
are working with area residents to effect these permits.  
 
Subsequently, on May 19, 2015 the City was issued a new set of comments from Edison’s 
engineering department requiring 24 new “fixes” to previously approved final drawings; therefore 
City staff and consultants are meeting regularly with SCE representatives in order to complete 
the requested changes and receive final approvals. The City anticipates the drawings will be 
approved, encroachment permits established, and the CPUC application submitted by the 
beginning of 2016 in order for the project to move forward. 
 
This project remains a high priority for RMC funding, as it meets several critical RMC goals and 
objectives, most importantly, the goal of establishing parity of distribution of funding for new urban 
parks. Please see Exhibit B – Task List & Timeline for the revised timeline through June 30, 2017. 
 
FISCAL INFORMATION: The total grant amount will remain the same and not exceed $548,340. 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY AND RMC ADOPTED POLICIES/AUTHORITIES: This grant was 
initially authorized by the RMC on July 26, 2010, as specified in Resolution 2010-76 and 
afterwards amended as specified by Resolution 2012-15 and 2014-17.   
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EXHIBIT A: CITY’S REQUEST TO EXTEND GRANT AGREEMENT TIMELINE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 27, 2015 
 
Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
El Encanto 
100 N. Old San Gabriel Canyon Road 
Azusa, CA 91702 
 
Dear Mr. Stanley: 
As you know, the City of Rosemead was awarded a grant (RMS 10002) $548,340 for Rosemead Pocket 
Parks (aka Jay Imperial Park) in 2010. At the City’s request, the grant was extended by the RMC Board for 
2013-14 and again in 2014-15 as the City faced difficulties in getting its proposed design approved by 
Southern California Edison. 
Over the past year, the City has continued to experience difficulties in design approval. To date, the City 
has been required to submit six different design iterations through five different project representatives. We 
have conducted numerous meetings with various departments of SCE in an effort to get approval. 
In January of this year, SCE representatives indicated that the necessary 851 filing of our application with 
the California Public Utilities Commission was imminent. However, shortly thereafter, they notified us of 
residential encroachments that required permits. The City hired surveyors and provided Edison with all 
documents necessary for the permits. SCE officials are currently working with area residents to effect those 
permits. More recently, on May 19, the City was issued a new set of comments from Edison’s engineering 
department requiring 24 new “fixes” to previously approved final drawings. City staff and consultants met 
with SCE representatives today to complete the requested changes. New drawings will be submitted within 
the week. 
It is our hope that drawings will be approved, encroachment permits established, and our CPUC application 
submitted in coming weeks so that the project can move forward. 
I am writing to request that the RMC Board again extend the grant to the City through June 2017 so that 
Jay Imperial Park can yet be developed as the Rosemead community desperately needs the park space. 
We recognize that this represents the final possible extension as all funds must be expended by that time. 
We are working diligently to see this project completed. 
Your support in this matter is greatly appreciated. Please call me at (626) 569-2161 if you have any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

David Montgomery-Scott 
Parks and Recreation Director 
 
 

 

MAYOR: 

WILLIAM ALARCON 

 

MAYOR PRO TEM: 

MARGARET CLARK 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

SANDRA ARMENTA 

POLLY LOW 

STEVEN LY 

 

 

City of RosemeadCity of RosemeadCity of RosemeadCity of Rosemead    

8838 E. VALLEY BOULEVARD P.O BOX 399 

ROSEMEAD, CALIFORNIA 91770 

TELEPHONE (626) 569-2100 

FAX (626) 307-9218 
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Task List and Timeline                                                                                

SAN GAB/PINE/FALL. LEAF POCKET PARK/CITY OF ROSEMEAD
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September 28, 2015 – Item 12 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-21 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES 

RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY (RMC) AUTHORIZING A 
GRANT AMENDMENT TO EXTEND THE TIMELINE  

FOR THE ROSEMEAD SAN GABRIEL POCKET PARKS  
IN THE CITY OF ROSEMEAD (RMC10002). 

 
WHEREAS, The legislature has found and declared that the San Gabriel River and its tributaries, 
the Lower Los Angeles River and its tributaries, and the San Gabriel Mountains, Puente Hills, and 
San Jose Hills constitute a unique and important open space, environmental, anthropological, 
cultural, scientific, educational, recreational, scenic, and wildlife resource that should be held in 
trust to be preserved and enhanced for the enjoyment of, and appreciation by, present and future 
generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, The people of the State of California have enacted the California Clean Water, Clean 
Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 40), the Water, 
Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 50), and 
the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection 
Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition 84), which provides funds for the RMC grant program; and 
 
WHEREAS, That the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
Board authorizes a grant agreement to extend the term of the agreement for the implementation 
of the Rosemead San Gabriel Pocket Parks through June 30, 2017; and 
 
WHEREAS, The RMC may award grants to local public agencies, state agencies, federal 
agencies, and nonprofit organizations for the purposes of Division 22.8 the Public Resources 
Code; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Applicant has submitted a project which is consistent with the purposes of 
Division 22.8 of the Public Resources Code and the Bond Act; and NOW 
 

Therefore be it resolved that the RMC hereby: 
 
1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers 

and Mountains Conservancy Act and is necessary to carry out the purposes and 
objectives of Division 22.8 of the Public Resources Code. 

2. FINDS that the grant is consistent with the California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe 
Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 40), the Water, 
Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Act of 2002 (Proposition 
50), and the Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and 
Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2006 (Proposition 84), which provides funds for the RMC 
grant program. 

3. FINDS that the actions contemplated by this resolution are exempt from the environmental 
impact report requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act. 
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4. APPROVES a grant amendment to extend the timeline for the Rosemead San Gabriel 
Pocket Parks through June 30, 2017 (RMC 10002).  

5. ADOPTS the staff report dated September 28, 2015. 

 

~ End of Resolution ~ 

 

 

 

Motion _______________________ Second: _______________________ 
 
 
Ayes: _________ Nays: ____________ Abstentions: _____________ 
 

 
Passed and Adopted by the Board of the 
SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS 
CONSERVANCY on September 28, 2015 
 
 

  ____________________________ 
  Frank Colonna, Chair 
 
 

ATTEST: ___________________________ 
  Terry Fujimoto  
  Deputy Attorney General 
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